BEAVER BLESSINGS SEPTEMBER 2026

BEAVER BLESSINGS

September 2026

RECONCILING MINISTRIES NETWORK

"Welcoming all with God’s love, serving all in God’s name as we all grow in faith together”

Beaver Memorial United Methodist Church - 42 South 3™ Street - Lewisburg, PA - 17837
P www.beavermethodist.org - (570) 524-0809
%a—\ & Office Hours are Monday — Thursday 8:00 Am-1:00 PM

@ Sunday Morning Worship Service - 11:00 am

What's Pastor Ethan Reading?

Hello friends,

This month I have been reading an old and maybe largely forgotten Methodist theologian named
Edwin Lewis. Lewis was a professor of Philosophy and Theology at Drew Theological School in
Madison, New Jersey during the early and mid 20th century. Something really interesting about him
is that when Lewis started out as a theologian and professor he considered himself to be "a theological
liberal" but around the end of the Great Depression and the start of World War 2 his mind changed!
Lewis continued to be politically and socially progressive during his day but his theology went through
a major change especially in light of the horrors of poverty, violence, and confusion that plagued the
world during that time.

The book I read by Lewis is a strange one. Written in 1948, his book The Creator and The

Adversary is a unique theology of conflict. Lewis argues in the book that things like struggle and
conflict are realities that God enters into against evil and injustice in the world, in our communities,
and in our hearts. Lewis uses the bible, philosophy, and poetry to make his case. Something I find
fascinating about him is how often he quotes from literature, poetry, and even drama to help him talk
about our experience of evil in the world. God, he says, is a God of Holy Love and because of this God
does not sit idly by when horrible things happen but is always entering into conflict with "the
Adversary" in whatever form it takes.

I'm not sure if I agree with every one of Lewis' ideas. Some of them are a little out there for me!
However, I think his insistence on facing conflict is a good thing. Lewis was a devout Methodist and
saw that our understanding of grace and love is central, but it's precisely in conflicts that grace and
love are proven. God does not battle with the Adversary using the same tools of the Adversary. Holy
Love, grace, and redemption are always God's activity in the world. That doesn't mean that God stays
away from the very real conflicts that we face everyday.

Friends, if God is already present in our many conflicts then WE do not need to fear entering into
them as well. Love and grace are most powerful when they are at the center of the arguments,
struggle, and pains that we face.
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West End Fair Results!

Ryleigh and Magnolia Won
Reserve Champion in Showman,
Two Division Champion, Two
First Place, and a Second Place.
Magnolia is a 10-month-old
British White Heifer. She
weighed 782 Ibs.
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Ryleigh and
Sketty won
Third
Place in
Showmanship.
Sketty is a
8-Month-Old
Holstein Steere
He weighted
542 lbs.

Oakleigh, Tiffany’s Great Neice
WIS e o0 ' has been going to fair with them
LAl is o since she has been 2 months old.
She is now 3 and this is her 2nd
year doing the Pee Wee
Showmanship.
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Auction Time and Saying Goodbye,
such a bittersweet moment when the
kids work so hard on their projects
and they fall in love with them.
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BEAVER MINISTRIES AND OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE

We would like to Welcome Sebastian Stewart back as our Accompanist!

Bible Study with Pastor Ethan

Wednesday’s at 1pm at St. Paul’s
Thursday’s at 6pm at Beaver

Pub Theology
Thursday September 17th at 6:00 PM Bull Run Inn!

Beacon Free Shop

The August Beacon Free Shop was held on Saturday, August 15, 2026, and provided 100 households
with personal hygiene items - - made up of 248 individuals. Our 22 volunteers distributed over 900
products! We welcomed two new volunteers, and 11 new Beacon clients.

Did you know that the items distributed by the Beacon Free Shop are not covered by state-run
programs such as SNAP and WIC? These programs only cover consumable, or food, items — not
deeming items such as toilet paper, toothpaste, or feminine hygiene necessities. This is why the
Beacon Free Shop is so important to our neighbors who have financial difficulties. The most
requested items are our “Big 3” — toilet paper, laundry detergent and dish soap.

Next Beacon Shop will be held Saturday, September 19, 2026, from 10am to noon.

New To You

It was New to You month! Our Free Shop was open on Saturday, August 15, and we had quite a few
visitors. In all, 62 individuals found items they needed. Those folks represented households totaling
156 people. We are especially low on kitchen items, and as always, the linens are also greatly depleted.
Our volunteers are wonderful! With Chuck and David setting up tables in the morning and bringing
all our inventory upstairs, we were able to set up in an hour. Likewise, we had many hands helping
clean up on Saturday, including 3 new gentlemen from First Baptist. We always welcome new
volunteers, so if you’'d like to join us, please let me know. (570-713-4659 or hoodj1973@ptd.net)
Along with our co-sponsoring partner First Baptist, we will be hosting a special Toy Day on October
17. Again, set-up will be the day before, Friday the 16th, at 2:00. We will offer toys, children’s books,
puzzles (they must be complete), and stuffed animals (please wash before donating, if used), either
new or gently used.

The next New to You will be November 21, with set-up at 2:00 the day before, Friday the 20th. Please
remember we do not accept the following for New to You: knives (other than for place settings),
underwear (bras are fine), shoes, pictures or frames, soiled or torn clothing.

Many thanks,

Patty
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Busy Beaver

September is a busy month for Busy Beaver! We will be starting a new school year for many kiddos!
We have welcomed new families and even were lucky enough to welcome back some old families who
have previously graduated out of Busy Beaver!

We will be celebrating Grandparents this month! On Monday September 14th we will be celebrating
by having a light brunch with all the BB grandparents! This event will take place in the fellowship hall.
Each child will make a small gift for their grandparent.

Our fall fundraiser is officially underway! We partnered with Rohrbach's Farm Market again to sell
their famous Apple Dumplings and Whoopie Pies! Orders will be due September 16th, and orders will
be delivered on October 1st. Order forms will be placed in the sanctuary as well as the church office!

Charlene Reigle, director
Busy Beaver Daycare Center

(570)522-0458

Greeters

September 6th Gregory Krouse (Church) Christy Brouse (Parker)
September 13th Kerry Shirk (Church) Kathy McKibben (Parker)
September 20th Jan Bender (Church) Christy Brouse (Parker)
September 27th Travis & Lorna Curry (Church) Nonie Martin (Parker)

Counters

September 6t Christy Brouse, Nancy Nickles, Ruth Shrawder

September 13th Kerry Shirk, David Deibler-Gorman, Gregory Krouse
September 20th Kathy McKibben, Brooke Persing, Jennifer Therkilsen-Gebhard
September 27t Chuck Root, Travis Curry, Kerry Shirk

Readers

September 6th Jennifer Therkilsen-Gebhard
September 13th Peggy Baumgartner
September 20th Duane Gebhard

September 277th TBD
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CELEBRATE Happy Birthday!!

£ S 3 p IE Mg 3 ﬁ September 14t ~ Alex Gilmore

= BIKINDAYS

Happy Anniversary!!
September 26th ~ Ken & Christy Brouse

If you have a Birthday or Anniversary that you would like us to share,
please let Tiffany know at 570-524-0809 / office@beavermethodist.org
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We Have Convenient Methods of Giving!
Mail checks to Beaver Memorial at 42 S. 314 St. Lewisburg, PA 17837
Drop gifts into our Drop Box outside the office door

Go to our website: www.beavermethodist.org and click on “Giving” Thank you!
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EVENTS
AT BEAVER MEMORIAL UMC
Event Day/Date Time Location
New Beginnings Adult Sunday 9:30 AM | The Beaver Den
Sunday School
Children/Youth Sunday Sunday 10:15 AM | St. Paul’'s UMC
School
NA Meeting Monday 7:00 PM | Fellowship Hall
Leadership Team Meetings | 3'4 Tuesday of the month | 6:30 PM | Fellowship Hall
NA Meeting Wednesday 7:30 PM | Fellowship Hall
Choir Rehearsal September 2 7:00 PM | Choir Room
Saturday Night Live AA Saturday 7:00 PM | Fellowship Hall
Beacon Shop 3rd Saturday of the month | 10:00 AM | Beaver Memorial UMC
IN THE COMMUNITY
Event Day/Date Time Location
Dinner by the River 15t & 3rd Thursdays of the | 5:30 PM | 1t Presbyterian Lewisburg
month
BMUMC Staff:
Position Individual Position Individual
Office Administrator Tiffany Heimbach Treasurer Shirley Brough
Custodians Jim & Penny Gulden Beacon Shop Christy Brouse
Coordinator
Choir Director Brooke Persing Accompanist Sebastian Stewart
Busy Beaver Day Care | Charlene Reigle Video Team Nick Persing
Director Todd Fogle
Deena Eberhart

Leadership Team Martha Root — croot@bucknell.edu

Ralph Hibbs — rhibbs@windstream.net

Patty Johnston — hoodj1973@ptd.net

David Deibler-Gorman — dgorman@windstream.net

Heidi Gilmore — heidicgilmore@gmail.com

Kathy McKibben — klmckibben@gmail.com

Chuck Root — croot@bucknell.edu

Nick Persing — persing191983@gmail.com

Craig Rodabaugh — rodabaugh.hutchinson@icloud.com

Pastor Ethan Shearer — eshearer@susumc.org

Submit content for the newsletter to office@beavermethodist.org by the 18t of each month.
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