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From Pastor Sue’s Desk:

The past few weeks have been very difficult ones. The divisions within our nation, within our faith
communities, and around the world have only gotten worse. The school shootings, the public killing of
Charlie Kirk, the killing of ICE detainees, the ongoing bombing in Ukraine and Gaza — and these are
only a few of the acts of violence that make the news. As persons who follow Jesus, we know he
understands because he was born into a violent world. His home was occupied by the Roman Empire,
a government that relied on brute force to impose its will on the people. They even used crucifixion to
kill people as a way to keep them living in fear, but this certainly did not bring peace to the region.
There have been very few periods in history when violence did not dominate in most parts of the
world. Violence is motivated by fear and the hatred of ‘others’, who are often labeled enemies.

The sixth chapter of the Gospel of Luke contains some of the most familiar teachings of Jesus about
how we need to love our enemies, bless those who curse us, do good to those who abuse us, do not
judge or condemn them but DO forgive them. Martin Luther King Jr. preached about this back in
1957, saying that there are many types of love, but the love God has for us is agape love. He wrote:
“And this is what Jesus means, I think, in this very passage when he says, ‘Love your enemy.” And it’s
significant that Jesus does not say, ‘Like your enemy.’ Like is a sentimental something, an affectionate
something. There are a lot of people that I find difficult to like. I don’t like what they do to me. I don’t
like what they say about me and other people. I don’t like their attitude. I don’t like some of the things
they are doing. I don’t like them. But Jesus says to love them. And love is greater than like. Love is
understanding redemptive goodwill for all, so that you love everybody, because God loves them. You
refuse to do anything that will defeat an individual, because you have agape love in your soul. And
here you come to the point that you love the individual who does the evil deed, while hating the deed
that person does. This is what Jesus means when he says, ‘Love your enemy.”

In the midst of all of the conflict, when friends and families are torn apart because they don’t agree on
how to interpret all that is happening, when congregations become divided over how to talk about it,
we can work to bring agape love to the world through our time of worship, our prayers, our gatherings
for fellowship, Bible studies, Sunday School, our outreach ministries and more. Our Bishop recently
shared some reflections in a QuikLink message (and anyone can sign up to receive QuikLink — just
go to www.susumec.org, click on News & Events and choose QuikLink in the drop down menu).
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He cited a number of scripture passages and then added these comments (and there are many more,
these are just some of them): “Jesus is God with us. He entered our world in full solidarity with
humanity, not from a distance, but up close. He showed us a path we could not find on our own.
Embracing his love brings healing, wholeness, and restored relationship with God, with others, and
with ourselves. Jesus taught love without limits. Not just for those we prefer, but also for those who
oppose us. No exceptions. No favoritism. No excuses. Jesus called us to peace, not violence. To
reconciliation, not division. To a shared life rooted in grace and mutual respect and desire to see all
people thrive. Jesus modeled servant leadership. Grounded in humility, not ego; in service, not
control; in truth, not manipulation. His leadership was never about dominance; it was always about
dignity. I refuse to be part of a Jesus-less Christianity.”

May all of the above inspire you and bring you comfort in these tumultuous times as we work to
follow the call of God, live out the teachings of Jesus, and be empowered by the Holy Spirit.

SEPTEMBER FEATURES

The United Methodist Church (UMC), one of the world's largest Christian denominations, has become
the world's first church to announce a historic policy to divest and exclude the bonds of governments
maintaining prolonged illegal military occupations. This fulfills the call of General Conference in
2024. Wespath, the church's primary investing agency, manages the pensions and health benefits of
the church's clergy (and some lay employees) in a portfolio of more than $26 billion, the world's
largest reported portfolio of a faith-based institution. On April 30, 2024, the UMC's General
Conference, the denomination's top decision-making body, adopted a landmark resolution written
and submitted by UMKR, calling for all church investors to avoid investing in the government bonds
of Israel, Turkey, and Morocco, due to their prolonged, illegal military occupations of their neighbors:
Palestine, Northern Cyprus and Western Sahara. Various United Nations bodies have identified these
decades-long occupations as illegal and violating the rights of the peoples whose territories they are
controlling and colonizing.
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LEWISBURG — Beacon Free Shop was awarded $10,000
from the Greater Susquehanna Valley Competitive Grant Program at
First Community Foundation Partnership of Pennsylvania (FCFP).
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Pictured: Betty Gilmor, Director of Grantmaking, FCFP; ReV.ASue Jamison, Beaver Memorial UMC;
Christy Brouse, Coordinator, Beacon Free Shop; Davie Jane Gilmour, Board Chair, FCFP.

This grant will be used to purchase personal hygiene and household inventory to distribute to
community members with financial need.

Beacon is open the third Saturday of each month from 10am to 12noon at Beaver Memorial United
Methodist Church, 42 South Third Street, Lewisburg. Items distributed include toothpaste,
toothbrushes, denture care, shampoo, deodorant, shaving cream and razors, adult diapers, feminine
hygiene items, toilet paper, laundry detergent and dish soap. Beacon is operated solely on monetary
donations from church congregants, community members and organizations, and grants such as this.
FCFP works to improve the quality of life in north central Pennsylvania through community
leadership, the promotion of philanthropy, the strengthening of nonprofit impact and the perpetual
stewardship of charitable assets. FCFP strives to create powerful communities through passionate
giving, For more information visit www.FCFPartnership.org
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This is a letter from the County of Union Chirldren & Youth Services

Dear Friends,

Union County Chirldren & Youth Services will be hosting a Holiday event in December 2025 for the
children and families we serve in Union County. We have been so thankful for the generosity of the
community and area bussiness in the past years and we are once again asking for assistance. In
Previous years, we have hosted parties and drive through events which provided 35-40 families with
gift certificates to local grocery stores, hats and gloves for each family member, cookies, toys, games,
and books. Every contribution helps, so we hope you will consdier being a donor for our annual
holiday event.

Please let us know if you are intested in participating by contacting Kathy Pino at (570) 522-1330 or
by email kpino@unionco.org We would be happy to accept cash, checks, donations, and gift
crtificates. If you are inclined to provide a check, please make it payable to our Administrator
Matthew Ernst at 1610 Industrial Boulevard Suite 200 Lewisburg PA 17837 and include “Holiday
2025” on the memo line. We are happy to provide receipts for your records.

We look forward to hearing from you . Thank you for your support and generosity on behalf of the
families we serve in Union County.

Sincerely,
Kathleen Pino (Program Specialist)
Matthew Ernst (Adminstrator)

Union County Community Servoices Center 1610 Industrial Blvd., Suite 200 Lewisburg, PA 17837
Phone (570)522-1330 Website UnionCounty PA.org

Harvest Moon
The full Moon on Monday, October 6, 2025,
is known by its nickname,
the Harvest Moon.

Strange things happen around this Moon,
which is always near the autumnal equinox—it
appears low and large on the horizon.

This year, it’s also the first Supermoon—so that
should be quite a sight!
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CHECK YOURSELF!!

Metastatic Breast Cancer Awareness Day (October 13)

About 168,000 women in the U.S. are estimated to have metastatic breast

cancer (cancer that spreads beyond the breast to other parts of the body).

Some researchers believe this number will rise to over 246,000 living with the disease
by 2030. Despite the growing numbers of people living with metastatic disease, most
money for breast cancer research doesn’t go toward studying it.

Metastatic Breast Cancer Awareness Day seeks to educate the public about the
challenges that people with metastatic breast cancer face and the need for more research
— and more treatments — for this deadly disease.

The day also serves as a reminder that people can do all the right things — breast cancer
screenings and all the recommended treatments for early-stage breast cancer — and still
have cancer spread to other parts of the body. A member of the Breastcancer.org
Community, shared, “Being stage IV during Breast Cancer Awareness Month sucks. All
the messaging about ‘if you catch it early, you'll be fine,’ is simply not always true.”

Men’s Breast Cancer Awareness Week (October 17—-23)

Although breast cancer is much more common in women, breast cancer affects men,
too.

According to the American Cancer Society, about 2,800 men in the U.S. will be
diagnosed with breast cancer in 2025, and about 510 are expected to die from the
disease. But lack of awareness and stigma can be barriers to detection and care in men,
trans men, and non-binary people.
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https://www.breastcancer.org/types/metastatic
https://www.breastcancer.org/types/metastatic
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC8364673/
https://www.metavivor.org/mbc-prep/metastatic-breast-cancer-statistics/
https://www.metavivor.org/mbc-prep/metastatic-breast-cancer-statistics/
https://www.breastcancer.org/types/male-breast-cancer
https://www.cancer.org/cancer/types/breast-cancer-in-men/about/key-statistics.html
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BEAVER MINISTRIES AND OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE

Beacon Free Shop

Ninety households, or 207 individuals, were provided with personal hygiene items during September
20, 2025, Beacon Free Shop. Fourteen households were new to the Beacon Shop. Over 800 items
were distributed to our community friends who have financial needs. We are planning on moving the
‘Big 3” (laundry detergent, dish soap and toilet paper) items to a room on the second floor of the
Parker Building before the October distribution. This will allow us to access the room via the elevator
instead of the stairs for these heavy items. This is a win-win when stocking the ‘Big 3’ as well as when
distributing items on Beacon Shop Day. We will need help to move shelves and inventory to the new
room within the next several weeks. More to come when a date and time are set.

Thank you to Beacon volunteers and donors!

Next Beacon Free Shop will be held Saturday, October 18 from 10am to noon.

Busy Beaver

October is going to be an exciting month for Busy Beaver! We will be preparing for our DHS
inspection and our Keystone Stars Designation! But after all the serious stuff, we have lots of fun stuff
happening too.

We will be celebrating Fire Prevention Week and
| taking a trip to William Cameron Fire Company on
”,, . Thursday October 9th.

|
|

I

October 13th the Busy Beaver Staff will be having a teacher in service day. We will be participating in
an active intruder training as well as other staff training with a light lunch being served.

Busy Beaver will also be having our annual Halloween Party and Parade on Friday October 31st @
930. The children and staff will dress in costume and parade through town. When we return, we will
enjoy lots of spooky treats!

Things happening:

10/9: visit to the fire station

10/13: staff in service/active intruder training
10/15: delivery of fudge and apple dumplings
10/27: Trunk or Treat

10/31: Halloween Parade and Party

Charlene Reigle Director, Busy Beaver Daycare Center 570-522-0458
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Busyv Beaver will be hosting Their First Annual Trunk or Treat!

The event will take place on Monday October 27th at 600pm. The event will take place on Third Street
in front of BMUMC between St Louis Street and White Pine Alley! We would love to include as many
people from the congregation as we can! To make a donation or help out the night of the event, please
reach out to Charlene @ director.bbdcc@beavermethodist.org or call her @ 570-975-9468

by Friday October 10th!

United Youth Group

Walk for Hunger- Lewisburg’s annual walk for hunger is taking place on Sunday, October 5. The
walk will start at St. Paul’s UM church and begins at 2:00 pm. We start gathering at 1:45 pm. You
can walk a mile route or a 5K route. The money raised will go to programs to help stop food insecurity
in Union County. Bring any donations with you on the day of the walk.

Mystery Game Event — The Synod Youth Team is hosting a murder mystery on Sunday, October
12th, Tt will take place at St. John’s Lutheran in Norry from 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm. If you need a ride
there, please meet at St. Paul’s UM church at 1:30 pm.

Mini Mission Monday - Youth are invited to come and help on October 20 at 6:30 pm as we make
care packages for our college students. We will gather in room 204-206 at Christ’s Lutheran to pack
the boxes.

Bible Study - The next Road Trip lesson will be on October 26 from 6:30 to 8:00 pm at First
Baptist. For that the youth need to bring their Bibles. All 6th through 12th graders are invited to join
us!

November 9 — Synod Youth Team running a Ping Pong Tournament — 2 to 4 — Sharon Lutheran
in Selinsgrove
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November 15 — Help at the Beacon Free Shoppe at Beaver UM — 9 to noon

November 17 — Mini Mission Monday — Operation Christmas Shoe Boxes — 6:00 pm in the
Lower Church Hall

November 23 — Road Trip Bible Study — 6:30 to 8:00 pm — at St. Paul’s UM
November 30 — Movie Night — 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm at 1st Baptist

Charlene Rineer (7717)-880-2872

Susquehanna Valley Growers Market

Friday October 3, 10, 17, 24 @ 2:00 PM

South 6th Street Lewisburg, PA 1783

Lewisburg Fall Festival

Let's Go Downtown....to enjoy Food
and Craft vendors, live music,
children's activities; snap a selfie
with our festival mascot, the Woolly
Worm; stop into downtown
Lewisburg's unique shops and
boutiques; after the festival enjoy a
meal at one of over 20 restaurants in
our beautiful downtown.

Master Gardeners Monthly Presentations

Held at the Union County Public Library on the third Monday of the
month a speaker presents a topic of interest to many. The presentation
begins at 6:30 pm and lasts for about an hour. The dates/speakers for
the coming months are:

Oct 27 (due to Columbus Day) MG Lori Bartholomew - composting

Nov 17 MG Coordinator Sabrina Holmes - keeping live Christmas trees
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We Have Convenient Methods of Giving!

Mail checks to Beaver Memorial at 42 S. 3td St. Lewisburg, 17837
Drop gifts into our Drop Box outside the office door

Go to our website: www.beavermethodist.org and click on “Giving “Thank you!
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EVENTS
AT BEAVER MEMORIAL UMC
Event Day/Date Time Location
New Beginnings Adult Sunday September 215t 9:30 AM | Parker Building 2nd floor
Sunday School
Children/Youth Sunday Sunday 10:00 AM | St. Paul’s UMC
School
NA Meeting Monday 7:00 PM | Fellowship Hall
Leadership Team Meetings | 3" Tuesday of the month | 6:30 PM | Fellowship Hall
Choir Rehearsal Wednesday 7:00 PM | Choir Room
NA Meeting Wednesday 7:30 PM | Fellowship Hall
Saturday Night Live AA Saturday 7:00 PM | Fellowship Hall
Beacon Shop 3rd Saturday of the month | 10:00 AM | Beaver Memorial UMC
IN THE COMMUNITY
Event Day/Date Time Location
Dinner by the River 1st & 34 Thursdays of the | 5:30 PM | 1t Presbyterian Lewisburg
month
BMUMC Staff:
Position Individual Position Individual
Office Administrator Tiffany Heimbach Treasurer Shirley Brough
Custodian Jim Gulden Beacon Shop Christy Brouse
Coordinator
Choir Director Brooke Persing Accompanist Sebastian Stewart
Busy Beaver Day Care | Charlene Reigle United Youth Group Charlene Rineer
Director Director
Video Team Nick Persing, Todd Fogle, Deena Eberhart
Leadership Team Martha Root - croot@bucknell.edu
Ralph Hibbs - rhibbs@windstream.net
Patty Johnston - hoodj1973@ptd.net
David Deibler-Gorman - dgorman@windstream.net
Heidi Gilmore — heidicgilmore@gmail.com
Kathy McKibben — klmckibben@gmail.com
Chuck Root — croot@bucknell.edu
Nick Persing — persing191983@gmail.com
Travis Curry — travisecurry@yahoo.com
Hannah Diehl — hannahdiehlo707@gmail.com
Pastor Ethan Shearer — eshearer@susumc.org
Rev. Sue Jamison - sjamison@susumc.org

Submit content for the newsletter to office@beavermethodist.org by the 18t of each month.
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