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From Pastor Sue’s Desk:

In 2005, I went on a mission trip to the Lakota Sioux Rosebud Reservation in South Dakota. It was a
wonderful and educational experience. We read some books in preparation for the trip. When there,
during the day we worked to fix housing on the reservation. Each evening, we had an educational
presentation by tribal people. I also got to visit Wounded Knee while there and I will never forget the
physical sense of sadness I felt just seeing the unmarked graves. November is Native American
Heritage Month. In 1990, President George H.W. Bush approved a joint resolution by Congress
designating it as this. The following was adapted from an article written by Rev. Calvin Hill, pastor of
First UMC of Newcastle, Wyoming. He is the chair of the Commission On Native American Ministries
in the Mountain Sky UM Conference. I have edited it to make it briefer and more relatable.

The 4 C’s of Cross Cultural Outreach and Discipleship: The ‘Indigenous Perspective’.
My mother taught me how to train horses on the Navajo reservation where I grew up. As a result,
I developed a strategy for training called the four Cs: clarity, consistency, communication, and
compassion. It fits in this context of outreach to Indigenous People and for also for discipleship.

Clarity: In working with a horse, the trainer figures out which method moves the horse forward,
backward, and side-to-side. A good trainer understands what engages the horse’s intellect, inherited
environment, and innate spirit. The trainer also knows that if the wrong method is used, the horse will
fight or flee. The right method will have the horse thinking, and a thinking horse will want to consider
how it can please the leader/trainer.

A cross-cultural approach to outreach and discipleship in our Christian faith is ironically similar to
horse training. The church and its leaders ought to listen and observe to identify language, family
structure, and cultural practices of others. Clarifying these three values helps leaders understand
prospective members. Clarity concerning the context of Indigenous People can inform the church’s
approach to discipleship.

Unfortunately, many non-Native ministries continue to use a “colonization style” outreach toward
Indigenous People. This denies them an opportunity for Wesleyan discipleship, much of which is
compatible with Indigenous cultures. Many Indigenous generations heard the sad and cruel stories of
early missionaries who condemned Indigenous practices and stories. Church leaders must understand
that previous missionaries’ approaches oppressed people instead of liberating them.
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A successful approach can be to learn the Indigenous creation stories, which give insights into how
Indigenous beliefs are integrated into its own community and in non-Indigenous circles. This will
guide church leaders to rethink their views of creation and help them develop a model for outreach
that is inviting and contextual. Church leaders need to find a common language, cultural practices,
and innate work of God’s Spirit.

Consistency: It is important to demonstrate faithfulness and genuineness in all outreach and
discipleship processes. To be effective, we need consistency, which is not just about conformity in
application, but also about achievements in levels of capabilities. A leader’s capability and knowledge
will reflect their potential for leading disciples. Back to horse training, if the horse trainer is unable to
interpret and communicate body cues, properly use equipment, or establish leadership, then the
horse being trained will not show its full potential. The same philosophy is exhibited with cross-
cultural outreach and discipleship. If a team is willing to consistently learn about an Indigenous
group, that team will be more effective.

Authenticity is vital in outreach efforts. Today we live in a time of religious, spiritual, and cultural
experimentation, where people are investigating different spiritual practices. If Christian culture has
shaped you, then live into it. Being your authentic self helps to establish respectful authentic
relationships. Being a true friend is taking someone’s hand and saying, “Come, let us go home
together and eat.” When an authentic relationship is confirmed, outreach and discipleship can follow.

Communication: In Western-dominant culture, people speak too much and do not listen well.
Communication is not just about speaking and getting your point across. It is about listening,
observing, contemplating, and then speaking. "Be still, know that I am God” (Psalm 46:10). I have
learned that horses communicate with their bodies ninety-seven percent of the time. The other three
percent of the time, they communicate through variations of neighing and snorting. The trainer must
learn to communicate in silence through body movements — the head, hands, arms, legs, and eye
contact — to make a horse respond.

The best people communication skills are formulated within the community. First., determine the
level of interrelationship with the English-speaking (White) community. This influences language,
cultural knowledge, and religious practices. Knowing the level of interrelationship with the dominant
(White) culture will help with communicating the classic themes of God, Christ, the Holy Spirit, and
eternal life, and it will help with finding related themes.

This insight can help church leaders formulate an outreach and discipleship process. The creation
story is an effective approach when church leaders are willing to learn the Indigenous view of
creation. A team could compare the symbolization of the medicine wheel to the cross. Each direction
of the medicine wheel symbolizes moral practices that offer holiness to family, culture, and religion.
The cross conveys similar meanings. The comparison helps to create an effective outreach and
discipleship process.

Compassion: First, be compassionate with yourselves. You will make mistakes. Outreach and
discipleship are not simple — especially among Indigenous People. Their historic engagements with
English-speaking (White) people have often not been pleasant, and their response may not be what
you anticipate, and might be a little harsh and hurt your feelings.

There is one thing both the horse and trainer want and that is to survive. They love themselves and
they want to live, even when they make mistakes. Indigenous people also love themselves and want to
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live long and healthy lives. Settlers did not offer much compassion to Indigenous People. As a result,
many Indigenous People have not been healed from times of being forced into residential schools and
are still suffering from broken treaties. When church leaders show compassion for themselves and
Indigenous People, they will be displaying the compassion that God has for all people.

Indigenous People are caring, and their level of compassion is impressive. They share land, food
sustainability, and ceremonial practices. Once they see compassion in others, they will trust and
believe the compassion shared with them. Jesus showed compassion for the demon-possessed man,
Legion, in Mark 5, but also for the man’s community, as Jesus told him to “tell them how much God
has done for you and how God has had mercy on you” (5:19 NIV). I hope that the Four Cs will aid
church leaders in constructing a contextual map for directing people to God, Christ, and the Holy
Spirit that will create disciples to serve all people.

NOVEMBER’S FEATURES

Reign of Christ
Sunday

Reign of Christ Sunday is November 23rd

This named Sunday is the newest designation in the liturgical year, having been added in 1925 by the
Roman Catholic Church and later adopted by Protestants, including United Methodists. Originally
called Christ the King Sunday, many churches adopted Reign of Christ as the name.

In describing the origins for this special Sunday, Taylor Burton-Edwards, a contributor to United
Methodist Discipleship Resources, writes that it was added in response to increasing secularization
movements worldwide, but in particular to the plight of Mexican Christians who were being told by
their government that only their government was due ultimate allegiance. The Church in Mexico
remained faithful, holding public parades throughout the land (with significant governmental
pushback!) proclaiming Cristo Rey! Christ is King! In 1925, Pope Pius XI made that declaration the
basis of a Holy Day to be observed throughout the entire Roman Catholic Church. Christ, The King of
the Universe, was to be celebrated on the last Sunday of October. After Vatican II, Rome moved the
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observance of this day from October to the final Sunday of the Christian Year, and many Protestants
followed suit.

In 1940, the Roman Catholic Church constructed a large statue of Jesus and the cross on the Mexico-
U.S. border in New Mexico. This statue stands at the top of Mount Cristo Rey (Mount of Christ the
King), and is a reminder both of the origins of the feast and its significance for all people in every
nation.

Today, Reign of Christ Sunday serves as both the last Sunday after Pentecost and the last Sunday of
the Christian Year. The liturgical color is white. As Roger C. Dowdy, another contributor to UM
Discipleship Resources, writes: “Reign of Christ Sunday is not so much a climax in itself as it is a
transitional Sunday leading directly to Advent, the Christmas season, and the new Christian Year.
People are already thinking about Christmas, and the observance of Christ the King Sunday can help
them prepare by stressing the continuity between the celebration of the sovereignty of Christ and the
expectation of Christ coming again in sovereign glory which opens the Advent Season. We have more
than a baby Jesus at Christmas; we have a sovereign Christ. Joy to the world! The Lord is come: Let
earth receive her King.”

The Beaver Moon!

The November full moon is known as the Beaver
Moon and will occur on Wednesday, November 5,
2025, at 8:19 a.m. EST. This name comes from the

tradition of beavers being particularly active building
their winter dams around this time of year. It is also
the time of year when hunters trapped beavers for
their fur to make clothing and hats.

What are you Thankful for?
The holiday is a time for people to give Thanks for the
Blessings of the past year, often focusing on things like
Family, Food, and Shelter. Thanksgiving was declared
a national holiday in 1863 by President Abraham
Lincoln during the Civil War. The tradition traces its
roots to 1621, when English colonists held a harvest
feast and were joined by Wampanoag people. This
event is often cited as the "First Thanksgiving". The
celebration, is usually celebrated with a roasted turkey
being the iconic main dish, accompanied by stuffing,
mashed potatoes, and various pies like pumpkin,
pecan, and apple. It’s also marked by traditions with parades, football games, and volunteering.
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BEAVER MINISTRIES AND OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE

Beacon Free Shop

Ninety-two households (230 individuals) were provided with personal hygiene items during October
18, 2025, Beacon Free Shop. Ten households were new to the Beacon Shop. 827 items were
distributed to our community friends who have financial needs. More than one-half of our clients
were from Union County.

This is the first month since we moved the “Big Three” (laundry detergent, dish soap, and toilet paper)
over to the Parker Building second floor. This allows us to use the elevator when moving this
inventory instead of stairs! We had positive responses from clients and volunteers on the change in
how/where the “Big Three” are distributed. However, because we are now using two different rooms
to house our inventory, we could use more volunteers to help each month. Next Beacon Shop will be
held Saturday, November 15 from 10am to noon.

Please contact Christy Brouse at 570-238-5707 if you can give a few hours any month to this ministry.

New to You Free Shop

Our next New to You Free Shop will be on November 15. Set up is the day before on Friday, Nov. 14.
We need linens and kitchen items especially, but we do also offer adult clothing. We will also offer
some Christmas items this time, so if you have decorations, holiday dishes or even toys, we would be
happy to have them! Donations can be brought Sunday Nov. 9, and before or during the set-up hours
on Friday. We often finish setting up in about an hour, so please come as close to 2:00 pm as possible
that day. A sign-up sheet is in the sanctuary for help on both Friday and Saturday. We need the most
help on Friday to set up and Saturday at noon to clean-up. Any questions please contact Patty
Johnston at 570-523-3132 or hoodj1973@ptd.net.

United Youth Group

The United Youth Group had an active October with the Walk for Hunger, a murder mystery, a
mission project, and a Road Trip Lesson! During November we will be even more active!

Sunday, November 9th 2-4 PM - Synod Youth Event - Ping Pong Tournament
Location: Sharon Lutheran in Selinsgrove

Saturday, November 15 9:30 am to Noon - Help at the Beacon Free Shop
Location: Beaver UMC

Monday, November 17t 6 PM - Mini Mission Monday Operation Christmas Shoe Boxes
Location: Christ Lutheran in the Lower Church Hall

Sunday, November 2374 6:30-8 PM - Road Trip Bible Study
Location: St. Paul’s UMC

Sunday, November 30t 6-8 PM Movie Night
Location: 15t Baptist Church
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Busy Beaver Day Care
Happy November!

We are so excited for all our upcoming festivities including our annual Thanksgiving dinner on
Thursday November 20th at 530pm. We are asking for volunteers to help with serving the meal.
We have been welcoming so many new families to BBDC and we are so blessed to have the
opportunity to work with these children and give back to our community in such an important way.
In the month of October, we began Art Expression classes with our 2 through 5 year olds. Miss
Danielle is one of our Preschool Assistant Teachers and comes to us with a Bachelor's Degree in
Studio Art from SU with a minor in French studies and art history. She and the children have been
having the best time expressing themselves in such an awesome way!

Thank you to everyone who ordered Apple Dumplings and Fudge! We profited $825!

Gertrude Hawk Christmas Candy Fundraiser

Is now underway! Sales have already begun and orders are due
Monday November 10th. Order forms are in the church office as well
as the front of the sanctuary. Checks can be made payable to

Anna Dicriscio. Delivery will be the week of December 8th.

Thank you to all the folks who donated candy for our first trunk or treat!
and those who volunteered their time to help!
We greatly appreciate you all!

Charlene Reigle,
Director Busy Beaver Daycare Center (570)522-0458
42 South 314 Street Lewisburg PA 17837

WellSpan Evangelical Community Hospital Together Through Loss:
Grief Support Group: A Place to Share, A Path to Healing.
WellSpan Hospice 235 Hospital Drive Lewisburg, PA 17837
Hosted by Dominique Schell, MSW WellSpan Hospice Services
Next Group Dates:

November 26th, 1-2:30PM

December 10, 2025, 12PM-1:30PM

January 28- 2026 @10-11AM

February 25,2026 @ 2-3:30PM

March 25, 2026 @ 9-10:30AM

April 29,2026 @ 2:30-4PM

Please RSVP Prior to the date you wish to attend at 570-522-2550
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Friends:

On behalf of the Bucknell University Choir and Bucknell Voice Lab, you are invited to join us for a
powerful and moving performance of Craig Hella Johnson’s Considering Matthew Shepard. This
modern choral arrangement weaves together a diverse range of musical styles and texts to tell the
story of Matthew Shepard, whose tragic death in 1998 became a pivotal moment in the national
conversation on compassion, acceptance, and human dignity.

The Bucknell University Choir and Voice Lab have been working hard to prepare this piece, and we
believe it is not only a beautiful piece of music but also an important opportunity for reflection in our
community. Additionally, numerous other events are scheduled to take place on campus in the lead-
up to the concert, celebrating LGBTQ+ voices through music, poetry, film, and activism. Here is the
schedule:

Sunday, November 2nd 11 AM Service of Remembrance

Location: Rooke Chapel

Monday, November 3rd 12 PM Workshop on queer poetics with Jessica Ram

Location: Willard Smith Library (lunch provided — RSVP to ecmmoo1@bucknell.edu)
Tuesday, November 4t 1 PM Remembering Matthew Shepard: U.S. Culture and Queer Life in the
1990s with Bryan Vandevender

Location: Traditional Reading Room (Lunch Provided — RSVP to ecmmooi1@bucknell.edu)
Tuesday, November 4th 7 PM Seeing Red: The Films of Su Friedrich:

Screening and Discussion with Su Friedrich

Location: Campus Theater

Thursday, November 6t 7 PM LGBTQ+ Voices in music: Student and Faculty Recital
Location: Rooke Recital Hall

Thursday, November 6t 7 PM Visibility Interrupted: Activist strategies for this moment and
beyond with Carly Thomsen from Rice University

Location: Traditional Reading Room

Friday, November 7th 6 PM Pre-Concert conversation with Matthew’s Parents
Location: Rooke Recital Hall

Friday, November 7th 7:30 PM Concert

Location: Weis Center

Saturday, November 8th 2:30 PM Concert *Talkback immediately following

Location: Weis Center

Joanne Carroll Executive Director, Trans Advocacy Pennsylvania

Barry Loveland Co-founder & Director of The History Project at the Central PA LGBTQ+ Center
Mary Nancarrow Founder of the Pennsylvania Rural Gay Caucus

Kurt Nelson Bucknell’s Director of Religious & Spiritual Life

Please share the word about our performances and these events with your family & friends. Thank you
for your support.

Chaplain Kurt Nelson

Director of Religious & Spiritual Life

Bucknell University Pronouns: He/Him/His Rooke Chapel #111

kurt.nelson@bucknell.edu p 570 577 1183
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Master Gardeners Monthly Presentations

Held at the Union County Public Library on the third Monday of the month a
speaker presents a topic of interest to many. The presentation begins at 6:30
pm and lasts for about an hour. The dates/speakers for this month: Nov 17th
MG Coordinator Sabrina Holmes - keeping live Christmas trees

Need help picking the right Christmas Tree?

Here are some types that you can pick from
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We Have Convenient Methods of Giving!

Mail checks to Beaver Memorial at 42 S. 3td St. Lewisburg, 17837
Drop gifts into our Drop Box outside the office door

Go to our website: www.beavermethodist.org and click on “Giving “Thank you!
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EVENTS
AT BEAVER MEMORIAL UMC
Event Day/Date Time Location
New Beginnings Adult Sunday September 215t 9:30 AM | Parker Building 2nd floor
Sunday School
Children/Youth Sunday Sunday 10:00 AM | St. Paul’s UMC
School
NA Meeting Monday 7:00 PM | Fellowship Hall
Leadership Team Meetings | 3" Tuesday of the month | 6:30 PM | Fellowship Hall
Choir Rehearsal Wednesday 7:00 PM | Choir Room
NA Meeting Wednesday 7:30 PM | Fellowship Hall
Saturday Night Live AA Saturday 7:00 PM | Fellowship Hall
Beacon Shop 3rd Saturday of the month | 10:00 AM | Beaver Memorial UMC
IN THE COMMUNITY
Event Day/Date Time Location
Dinner by the River 1st & 34 Thursdays of the | 5:30 PM | 1t Presbyterian Lewisburg
month
BMUMC Staff:
Position Individual Position Individual
Office Administrator Tiffany Heimbach Treasurer Shirley Brough
Custodian Jim Gulden Beacon Shop Christy Brouse
Coordinator
Choir Director Brooke Persing Accompanist Sebastian Stewart
Busy Beaver Day Care | Charlene Reigle United Youth Group Charlene Rineer
Director Director
Video Team Nick Persing, Todd Fogle, Deena Eberhart
Leadership Team Martha Root - croot@bucknell.edu
Ralph Hibbs - rhibbs@windstream.net
Patty Johnston - hoodj1973@ptd.net
David Deibler-Gorman - dgorman@windstream.net
Heidi Gilmore — heidicgilmore@gmail.com
Kathy McKibben — klmckibben@gmail.com
Chuck Root — croot@bucknell.edu
Nick Persing — persing191983@gmail.com
Travis Curry — travisecurry@yahoo.com
Hannah Diehl — hannahdiehlo707@gmail.com
Pastor Ethan Shearer — eshearer@susumc.org
Rev. Sue Jamison - sjamison@susumc.org

Submit content for the newsletter to office@beavermethodist.org by the 18t of each month.
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