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From Pastor Sue’s Desk:

Culturally, most of us begin July each year with the patriotic celebration of Independence Day.
Parades, fireworks, fairs, picnics, bonfires — all can be part of this, and some celebrations include the
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. So here is a little history about the Pledge, which will morph into
some reflections on how we are to live faithfully in this challenging time. The first version of the
Pledge was written in 1892 by Francis Bellamy, an ordained minister, to mark the 400th anniversary
of the arrival of the explorer, Christopher Columbus, in the Americas. It said: “I pledge allegiance to

my flag and to the Republic for which it stands—one Nation indivisible—with liberty and justice for
all.”

In 1923, a National Flag Conference, presided over by the American Legion and the Daughters of the
American Revolution, ordered that "my flag" should be changed to "the flag of the United States," so
that immigrant children knew just which flag they were saluting. The following year, the Flag
Conference refined the phrase further, adding "of America." On June 14, 1954, President Dwight
Eisenhower signed a bill to insert the phrase “under God” into the pledge to differentiate the U.S.
from the atheistic Soviet Union. Since then, there have been court cases challenging whether or not
the addition of these two words violates the separation of church and state. We can discuss that
another day, as I want to focus on the final words of the pledge: and justice for all.

I have been thinking about what justice means these days given all that is happening in the U.S., and
my colleague, Rev. Mike Smith, wrote a piece on this recently (I have adapted a bit of what he wrote in
a few of the paragraphs below). The immigrant deportations raising issues of due process, the various
Presidential pardons given by Biden and Trump, and the rising number of acts of politically motivated
violence helped to spark this reflection. Injustice occurs when relationships get out of balance and
harm is done to someone. Injustices can be personal: how one individual mistreats another; or
systemic: how a whole nation or category of people is oppressed. Injustice stems from such things as
greed, lust, the desire to dominate, a hunger for violence, hate, grievance, bigotry, and excessive pride.

In the Bible, we find more than one type of justice is defined. In the first chapter of Genesis, Adam &
Eve eat forbidden fruit and should have died, but instead they were banished from the garden. We
could say their ‘sentence’ was reduced. Then their older son, Cain, kills his younger brother, Abel.
Cain was not killed in punishment for this, and in fact was he protected from being killed by being
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given a mark from God. We could say his ‘sentence’ was commuted. There are several forms of
individual injustice specified in the Ten Commandments including stealing, murder, adultery, and
bearing false witnesses. Systemic injustices are found in numerous Bible stories about the poor,
widows and orphans, prisoners, the hungry, immigrants, war, intimidation by occupying soldiers, and
rigging the system so real estate tycoons, politicians, and religious leaders accumulate nearly all
society’s wealth.

The purpose of enacting justice is to address the wounds, causes, and imbalances of injustice. The
biblical words for justice in both Hebrew and Greek literally mean “to make right again.” Mercy is a
key element in ensuring justice happens. To provide no justice when harm is done is to be unmerciful
to the one who has suffered damage. A thoughtful extension of mercy to the offender can be
instrumental in making the future better for the whole community. Justice highlighted in biblical
narratives and laws might take one of the following forms (a biblical example is given for each):

1. Punitive Justice - Inflicting pain on those who wound or offend others: the stoning of a woman
to death who is caught in adultery.

2. Retributive Justice - Punishing an offender in proportion to the wounds inflicted: an eye for an
eye and a tooth for a tooth.

3. Restitutive Justice - Repaying the victim for losses incurred: giving your neighbor a new cow to
replace the cow you accidently killed.

4. Reformative Justice - A program to change the heart and mind of the offender: going to
another church member to explain what they are doing wrong and inviting them to change.

5. Restorative Justice - Reestablishing a healthy relationship between offender and victim:
forgiving someone who wronged you and working to heal the relationship.

6. Protective Justice - Removing a person from the community who is likely to harm others:
sending them into exile or putting them to death.

In Biblical times, prisons were a key feature of ancient justice. But many people were put in prison
because they offended someone in power. Examples are Joseph, Jeremiah, Daniel, Jesus, Paul, and
John. The prison system then was as unfair and unequal as many are today. In Jesus’ very first
sermon, recorded in Luke 4:18, he proclaims “release to the captives”. Perhaps he saw the justice
system as so ineffective, inconsistent, and corrupt that it was time to close it all down and start over.
This was similar to the call to bring down the temple, stone by stone, and start over in reforming
religion. It is hard to imagine that Jesus would not approve of some sort of program to protect folks
from violence and injustice. He thought of himself as a shepherd, and providing a system of
protection is a primary task of every shepherd. Jesus was proactive in reducing crime in his appeal for
love and justice. But he wasn’t oblivious to the dangers that still face people in this world. When we
have used our human powers to do harm, justice is required to restore balance and rightness and
perhaps will even serve as a deterrent. We can also remember the words of the prophet Micah (6:8)
who calls for us to do justice.

So how do we “do justice” a little piece at a time, one person at a time, one community at a time, when
we can’t change the system that is often doing more harm than good? Perhaps we can take a two-
pronged approach: striving to work within the current system and working to bring about systemic
reform by lobbying our political leaders to make deep and radical changes.
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JULY FEATURES

Independence Day, also known as the Fourth of July, is a national holiday in the United States that
commemorates the adoption of the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776. It celebrates the
birth of the nation and is marked by various patriotic observances and celebrations.

History:

o The Continental Congress declared the thirteen American colonies independent from the
British Empire on July 2, 1776.

o While the decision for independence was made on July 2nd, the Declaration was formally
adopted and approved on July 4th.

o John Adams believed that July 2nd would be the date to celebrate, but Americans have since
celebrated the Fourth of July as the official date of independence

o The first public readings of the Declaration were held in Philadelphia on July 8, 1776.

July 4, 1776, became the date that was included on the Declaration of Independence, and the fancy
handwritten copy that was signed in August (the copy now displayed at the National Archives in
Washington, D.C.) It’s also the date that was printed on the Dunlap Broadsides, the original printed
copies of the Declaration that were circulated throughout the new nation. So, when people thought of
the Declaration of Independence, July 4, 1776, was the date they remembered.
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July is National Hot Dog and Ice Cream Month

National Hot Dog Day is celebrated annually on the third Wednesday in
July. In 2025, this will be July 16th. The National Hot Dog and Sausage
Council established the holiday in 1991. It's a day to celebrate hot dogs,
whether you call them frankfurters, wieners, or dogs, with many
restaurants and retailers offering deals and promotions.

Dish or Cone?

National Ice Cream Day is on the 3rd Sunday in July. The holiday
also lands in the middle of National Ice Cream Month. National Ice
Cream Day is more about: Celebrating the decades-long finery in
culinary arts, especially in the segment of frozen desserts.
Supporting local ice cream parlors and dairy businesses in the
United States.

Lazy Dog Days of Summer

The "Dog Days of Summer" refers to the hottest, most humid period of summer, traditionally
associated with the rising of the star Sirius (also known as the Dog Star). While sometimes mistakenly
linked to dogs' laziness, the term originates from ancient astronomy and its association with the Dog
Star. The National Weather Service usually defines it as the 40 days between July 3 and August 11.

"Dog Star" refers to Sirius, the brightest star in the night sky.

FULL BUCK MOON Full Buck Moon July 11th

The full Moon in July is called the Buck Moon because the antlers of

male deer (bucks) are in full-growth mode at this time. Bucks shed and

regrow their antlers each year, producing a larger and more impressive
set as the years go by.
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3D A History of the People of The United Methodist Church
Part 2: 1951-present

1951-75: Uniting and United

In 1951, The Methodist Church helped form the World Methodist Council. Ties established with the
World Council of Churches and the National Council of Churches allowed for greater cooperation in
mission and other ministries. The Methodist Church was increasingly concerned with the issue of
racism in the church and United States. While earlier General Conferences considered proposals to
eliminate the Central Jurisdiction, it continued until its abolition became part of the proposed union
with the Evangelical United Brethren. Full clergy rights for women were also part of the plan of union.
The Methodist Church agreed to full clergy rights for women in 1956, but it took more than a decade
for the number of women in seminaries to increase. In 1968, General Conference approved the
proposal to create The United Methodist Church. Merging and reorganizing structures followed.
Many of today’s general agencies had their beginning at this time. Meanwhile, congregations
flourished in Taiwan and Zambia. The European Methodist Council, the Council of Evangelical
Methodist Churches of Latin America and the Burundi Conference were established.

1976-2000: Years of Progress

As an increasing number of women were admitted to ordained ministry, Marjorie Matthews was
elected the first female United Methodist bishop in 1980, and Leontine T.C. Kelly became the first
female African American bishop in 1984. Having become the first African bishop in 1968, Abel T.
Muzorewa became prime minister of Zimbabwe in 1979. Hartzell’s dream of African youth running to
school took a step toward reality when the 1988 General Conference approved establishing Africa
University in Old Mutare, Zimbabwe. Opened in 1992, it continues to draw a diverse body of students
from throughout Africa. New churches emerged in Colombia, El Salvador and Vietnam. Central and
Southern Europe Bishop Heinrich Bolleter and the United Methodist Committee on Relief aided
Kosovo.

2001-2019: Into the future:

The church continues to experience change and increasingly knows itself as a worldwide church with
members and conferences in Africa, Asia, Europe and the United States. While membership in
Europe and the United States has declined, it has grown significantly in Asia and Africa. The church
endeavors to become a community in which all people, regardless of racial or ethnic background, can
participate in every level of its connectional life and ministry (The Book of Discipline, Historical
Statement, p. 22). The Protestant Methodist Church of Cote d’Ivoire (Ivory Coast) joined The United
Methodist Church in 2004. In 2008, General Conference entered into full communion with The
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. United Methodists responded to devastating earthquakes in
Haiti and Japan and to other disasters. In 2012, the General Conference participated in “An Act of
Repentance toward Healing Relationships with Indigenous Peoples.” The church also entered into
communion with several historically African American pan-Methodist denominations, made United
Methodist Women an autonomous organization, and created a national ministry plan for Pacific
Islanders in the United States.

In 2016, General Conference approved five new bishops for Africa and in 2020 added provisional
central conferences in Southeast Asia and Mongolia and a provisional annual conference in Rwanda.
For the first time, a member from outside the United States, N. Oswald Tweh Sr., a layman from
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Liberia, became president of the Judicial Council, the denomination’s “supreme court”. He held the
office until 2020. Views on human sexuality continued to be divisive in the worldwide church.
General Conference also accepted a Council of Bishops’ proposal to defer debate on these issues until
after a period of study and discussion by a special commission. A special General Conference
dedicated to these issues happened in February 2019.

2019-present: Update (by Rev. Ryan Dunn)

This 2019 General Conference approved, by a slim margin, the denomination’s previous stance on
homosexuality being incompatible with Christian teaching, that self-avowed practicing homosexuals
would not be ordained or appointed to serve UMC churches and added mandatory penalties for clergy
who performed same-sex weddings. With such restrictive laws and language in place, many United
Methodists felt “Open hearts. Open minds. Open doors.” sounded nice but rang hollow for a
denomination that limited full participation for some people.

The 2019 General Conference also added a church law allowing for congregations to exit the
denomination for “reasons of conscience” related to homosexuality. Over the next several years, more
than 7,600 churches left the denomination—many of them left not because of the church’s existing
policies on same-sex marriages and gay clergy, but because they felt that such policies were likely to
be repealed in the near future. The Global Methodist Church was established on May 1, 2022. Some
churches that left the UMC joined this newly formed denomination.

After a delay, the General Conference met again in 2024 in Charlotte, North Carolina. With 93%
approval of present delegates, the General Conference lifted the denomination’s ban on the ordination
of homosexual clergy. They also removed penalties for clergy officiating and churches hosting same-
sex weddings.

In the heart of opening minds, the General Conference also voted to remove the phrases decrying
homosexuality as “incompatible with Christian teaching” and removed the bans on the church
providing funds to LGBTQ-aligned organizations.

Additional significant actions came out of the General Conference. Much of the debate around
homosexuality over the past 40 years relates to the worldwide reach of the United Methodist
denomination. While many congregants in the United States felt ready to open doors to full LGBTQ
participation and leadership, voices from other parts of the world feared repercussions in their
countries. The General Conference approved plans leading towards denominational regionalization.
This will provide room for contextualized policy and doctrine.

While the open hearts and minds lead to the opening of doors for future involvement by LGBTQ+
individuals, the exit door for departing congregations closed. The General Conference voted not to
extend the law allowing for an easy disaffiliation for dissenting congregations.

The changes regarding church policy on LGBTQ+ inclusion may lead to more congregations departing
the denomination, though the exit door is somewhat blocked with the repeal of disaffiliation
measures.

As indicated by the tagline, The United Methodist Church has sought to be an inclusive and
welcoming body. The actions of the General Conference broaden that commitment to inclusivity, and,
in the eyes of many finally lend authenticity to the denominational claim of openness.
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Report on the 2025 Annual Conference by Lay Representative
David Deibler-Gorman

AC was held from Thursday 5/29/25 and Saturday 5/31/25. I am truly glad that I went. I was feeling
unsettled emotionally the morning that I left, and I remember feeling not only quite a bit more settled
later on but “lifted up” and connected with God and others.

Prior to attending AC, I had watched a video made specifically for Conference “newbies,” which was
informative and helpful. Jess Olenginski, Rev Sue and Pastor Ethan also helped me understand the
process and flow, sometimes comparing and contrasting their experiences at the 2025 AC with prior
AC sessions.

Bishop Hector Burgos-Nunez was dynamic, inspirational, and hopeful. He also challenged us to make
relationships a priority, not only with God but with each other, and to shift our focus from institutions
to people. He suggested the need to change how we measure success as a church by shifting from
church growth to missional impact (vitality) in changing the world. He said everyone has a “next
step.” What is mine? Yours? Ours? He is a wonderful preacher.

We voted on 4 Constitutional Amendments that were approved by the 2020/2024 General
Conference. The Amendments were presented, discussed (with options for 3 two-minute speeches to
be made in favor or against each one) and voted on by ballet. One was about racial justice and it
specified that racism must be eradicated, stating in part that: “The UMC commits to confronting and
eliminating all form of racism, racial inequity, colonialism, white privilege and white supremacy.”
There were 11 resolutions that were voted on by a show of hands. There were differences of opinion on
some of them, especially the one about guns, but people were civil and stated their points without
becoming disagreeable.

The worship services were lively, full of good songs and engaging. I very much enjoyed a “walking
church” experience on Friday during the lunch break. We got our lunches and walked to Brandon
Park. Along the way, our guide stopped us about halfway there and asked us to look for something as
we walked that reminds us of peace or we associate with a peaceful/serene feeling or gives us peace.
We were asked to be silent for about 5 minutes, and we processed our experience once we got to
Brandon Park. I found this very meaningful. This experience was called “Walking Church Fresh
Expression”, and our guide was David Carter.

One presentation/sharing that stood out for me was done by Rachel Gilmore and Kris Sledge. They
are the authors of the book Followers Under 40: The journey away from church for Millennials, Gen Z
and Gen Alpha. They observed that many folks under 40 are from these generations and are spiritual
but do not see the church as a safe space in which to talk honestly about issues such as doubt, faith,
and things that matter to them. I am going to read their book. One question they raised that resonates
with me is: What am I willing to let die/let go of in order to make room for new things to grow?

Thanks for your prayers and support. Respectfully, David Deibler-Gorman.
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2 BEAVER MINISTRIES AND OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE

Beacon Free Shop

It was an exciting week for the Beacon Free Shop! During our monthly distribution of personal
hygiene products on Saturday, June 21, 2025, 94 households (236 people) were served. In addition to
providing personal hygiene items, several clients had some living arrangements and social issues, and
our wonderful Beacon volunteers spoke with them regarding their options, available social service
agencies, and shared spiritual wisdom.

We were visited by a pastor from a Williamsport church which is considering starting a program
similar to Beacon. She spoke with many of the volunteers, toured the 'shop' and gained information
regarding how we operate.

The big news - - - on Monday, June 16, 2025, a $2,000 gift was received for Beacon from the
Lewisburg Sunrise Rotary Club. The next day, Tuesday, June 17, we were notified that Beacon was
awarded $10,000 from the Greater Susquehanna Competitive Grant, part of First Community
Partnership of Pennsylvania. Thanks be to God.

Next Beacon Free Shop will be held Saturday, July 19 from 10am to noon.

Busy Beaver
Busy Beaver has had a fun month of June! We had our Lewisburg Children's Museum Field Trip and
had a visit from Pelican's Sno balls.

Our school age summer camp kicked off June 9th and has been very busy! Our field trips consisted of
the LCM, Campus Theatre, Pelican's and T&D Cats. Each week has a special theme to bring out the
creative side of each kiddo! In the month of July we will enjoy water days, a trip to ReptileLand, and
have a special visit from Critter Connection!

We will be having a summer fundraiser this month! We are waiting on the order forms, and we will be
sure to place one in the church office and sanctuary. We will be selling everyone's favorite, Marianna's
Hoagies and Pizzas! Orders and money will be due July 7th and delivery will be July 15th!

Thank you! Charlene Reigle Director, Busy Beaver Daycare Center 570-522-0458

BEREAN JAFARI

CHILDREN'S MINISTRY

2025 BereanSafari Children’s Ministry Program

Travis and Lorna Curry were invited to return to Kenya to conduct a weeklong children’s program for
BereanSafari. This will take place July 20-26. BereanSafari is all about making discoveries... in
Scripture... in the Lord... in our world... and in ourselves.

BereanSafari was created by a dynamic, dedicated and creative group of East African followers of
Jesus. They wanted to make it possible for a wide variety of pastors, people in university student
ministries and lay leaders in local churches to experience how powerful it can be to immerse
themselves in Bible study for a week. So they created a Bible study training event and called
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“BereanSafari.” This combines the Swahili word for “journey” with a reference to the people of Berea,
who searched the Scriptures to see whether Paul’s message about Jesus really did fit together with the
revelation of God in what we now call the Hebrew Scriptures or Old Testament (Acts 17:11).

In 2025, BereanSafari will have 111 adults from 7 countries and 34 children participating. While
parents are engaged in the BereanSafari activities we will be working with 20 of their children (ages 2
years to 9 years) to help them to learn about Jesus through study, games, art, crafts and various other
activities. We will have 4 sessions throughout each day starting at 8:30 am and ending at 9:30 pm.

For the BereanSafari children’s ministry we will use a program from KidsSpring ministry at
NewSpring Church named ‘Out In The Wild - African Safari.” We will take the children on a safari to
see all the wonderful things God wants us to see in His Word. We will explore the very best book ever
written—the Bible—on an African safari! Our time together will include learning memory verses,
watching videos, learning songs, enjoying arts and crafts.

Our expenses include round trip air fare for 2, registration for the event for 2, supplies for the daily
studies, games, arts and crafts needed to present the VBS style curriculum for at least 20 children.
We appreciate your prayers and are grateful for any financial support you can provide for the
BereanSafari Children’s Ministry.

Our contact information is: Mobile number - 443.798.8312
Email address - tlcinhisservice@yahoo.com
Physical address - Travis and Lorna Curry 139 Willowbrook Blvd., Lewisburg, PA 17837

Master Gardeners Monthly Presentations

Held at the Union County Public Library on the third Monday of the month a speaker presents on a
topic of interest to many. The presentation begins at 6:30 pm and lasts for about an hour. The
dates/speakers for the coming months are:

July 21 MG Michael Reeks - identification
of invasive species

Aug 18 Penn State’s Kathy Demchak -
everything about strawberries

Sept 15 Penn State’s Anna Hodgson - soils

Oct 27 (due to Columbus Day) MG Lori
Bartholomew - composting

Nov 17 MG Coordinator Sabrina Holmes -
keeping live Christmas trees
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Covenant Statement of Beaver Memorial UMC

As a congregation committed to the teachings of Jesus Christ and the Wesleyan heritage, we, the
members of Beaver Memorial UMC, affirm the sacred worth of every individual and strive to embody
Christ’s love with all people. We commit ourselves to the following principles:

We believe that all people are created in the image of God and are of sacred worth. We welcome all
individuals into out community of faith, offering love, support, and fellowship, regardless of their
background or circumstances.

We commit to being a community where all people, regardless of their identity or orientation, can
experience God’s love, acceptance, and transforming grace.

We affirm that LGBTQ+ individuals are fully embraced within Christian teaching and are beloved
members of Christ’s family. We affirm the ordination, licensing, and appointment of LGBTQ+
candidates for ministry based on their gifts, calling and faithfulness. We welcome and celebrate the
appointments of LGBTQ+ clergy, recognizing their invaluable contributions to the life and mission of
the church.

We affirm that our pastors have the freedom to perform weddings for same-gender couples, and our
church facilities are open to host such ceremonies. We celebrate these unions as genuine expressions
of love, commitment, and the sacred covenant of marriage.

We commit to serving our community and engaging in ministry with all people in ways that reflect
Christ’s love, grace, compassion and justice. We seek to be a place where all can encounter God’s
presence, experience Christ’s healing and liberating love, and grow in faith and service.

Recognizing the diversity within the United Methodist Church, we pledge to uphold the unity of the
body of Christ through grace-filled dialogue, compassionate action, and the continual reaffirmation of
our shared mission.

We aim to create an environment where Christ is at the center of our ministry, and differences are
navigated with grace, ensuring that all members feel valued, heard, and loved as part of our faith
community.

May God guide us, in the power of the Holy Spirit, as we journey together in unity and purpose,
honoring our diversity and our shared calling to love one another as Christ has loved us, living the
gospel and being Christ’s love with our neighbors in all places.

Adopted by the Leadership Team on May 27, 2025

Free For the Taking
In the back of the sanctuary there is a bookshelf that has books and puzzles they are free for the
taking. Please help yourself.

Updating the Directory

In the near future we are going to be updating the Church directory. Please keep a look out for more
information and papers to fill out. We would like to start adding birthdays and anniversaries to our
newsletter.
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We Have Convenient Methods of Giving!

Mail checks to Beaver Memorial at 42 S. 3td St. Lewisburg, 17837
Drop gifts into our Drop Box outside the office door

Go to our website: www.beavermethodist.org and click on “Giving “Thank you!
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EVENTS
AT BEAVER MEMORIAL UMC
Event Day/Date Time Location
New Beginnings Adult Sunday On Break Over 9:30 AM | Hall of All Peoples
Sunday School the Summer
Children/Youth Sunday Sunday 10:00 AM | St. Paul’s UMC
School
NA Meeting Monday 7:00 PM | Fellowship Hall
Leadership Team Meetings | 3" Tuesday of the month | 6:30 PM | Fellowship Hall
NA Meeting Wednesday 7:30 PM | Fellowship Hall
AA Meeting Saturday 7:00 PM | Fellowship Hall
Beacon Shop 3rd Saturday of the month | 10:00 AM | Beaver Memorial UMC
IN THE COMMUNITY
Event Day/Date Time Location
Dinner by the River 1st & 34 Thursdays of the | 5:30 PM | 1t Presbyterian Lewisburg
month
BMUMC Staff:
Position Individual Position Individual
Office Administrator Tiffany Heimbach Treasurer Shirley Brough
Custodian Jim Gulden Beacon Shop Christy Brouse
Coordinator
Choir Director Brooke Persing Accompanist Vivian Vance
(Summer)
Busy Beaver Day Care | Charlene Reigle United Youth Group Charlene Rineer
Director Director
Video Team Nick Persing, Todd Fogle, Deena Eberhart
Leadership Team Martha Root - croot@bucknell.edu

Ralph Hibbs - rhibbs@windstream.net

Patty Johnston - hoodj1973@ptd.net

David Deibler-Gorman - dgorman@windstream.net
Heidi Gilmore — heidicgilmore@gmail.com
Kathy McKibben — klmckibben@gmail.com
Chuck Root — croot@bucknell.edu

Nick Persing — persing191983@gmail.com
Travis Curry — travisecurry@yahoo.com
Hannah Diehl — hannahdiehlo707@gmail.com
Pastor Ethan Shearer — eshearer@susumc.org
Rev. Sue Jamison - sjamison@susumc.org

Submit content for the newsletter to office@beavermethodist.org by the 18t of each month.
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