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"Welcoming all with God’s love, serving all in God’s name as we all grow in faith together” 
 

Beaver Memorial United Methodist Church ∙ 42 South 3rd Street ∙ Lewisburg, PA ∙17837 
www.beavermethodist.org ∙ (570) 524-0809  

 

Sunday Morning Worship Service - 11:00 am 

 

From Pastor Sue’s Desk:                                                                                                                              

As we enter the Advent/Christmas season, I thought I would share some humor that I found on one of 
my favorite websites called Desperate Preacher. I hope it brings a smile to your face and perhaps a few 

giggles! 
 

The Three Gifts After the Christmas pageant, I asked my 6-year-old son if he remembered the gifts 
that the Magi brought to Jesus. He thought for a minute then said "gold, frankincense, and humor". 

We could all use that! 
 

The Missing Letter A man sent his friend a cryptic Christmas card. It said: A B C D E F G H I J K M 
N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z. The recipient puzzled over it for weeks, finally gave up and wrote asking 

for an explanation. In July he received the explanation on a postcard: "No L." 
 

Save God the Trouble There was a young boy who was saying a prayer out loud one night and his 
brother was listening to him. This boy asked God for a fresh milkshake in the morning. His brother 

said: "Just shake a cow and milk it. It will save God the trouble." 
 

Who is the Real Virgin? A ten-year-old, under the tutelage of her grandmother, was becoming 
quite knowledgeable about the Bible. Then one day she floored her grandmother by asking, "Which 

virgin was the mother of Jesus? The virgin Mary or the King James Virgin?" 
 

What Are the Three Gifts? While participating in a church Christmas pageant many years past,  
I had the good fortune to be chosen as the narrator. Each rehearsal went off well and then on the 

night of the show, in a loud and penetrating voice I announced the gifts of the Magi as "Gold, 
Frankenstein and Myrrh." 

 
No Room In The Inn?:A boy wanted to be Joseph in the Sunday School pageant. He was cast as the 

landlord and objected loudly, but to no avail. When the pageant was presented, Mary and Joseph 
knocked on the door and asked him if he had a room for them. The boy smiled and said, "Yes, sure. 

Lots of room. Come on in!"  
 

Pontius Who? At Sunday School, the younger children were drawing pictures illustrating Biblical 
stories. The teacher walked by and noticed one little boy was drawing an airplane! "Oh, what Bible 
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story are you drawing?" she asked. "This is the Flight into Egypt," the little boy answered. "See, here is 
Mary, Joseph and baby Jesus. And this," he said, pointing to the front of the plane, "is Pontius. He's 

the Pilot." 
 

God's Not Deaf Two young boys were spending the night at their grandparents' house the week 
before Christmas. At bedtime, the two boys knelt beside their beds to say their prayers. The younger 

one began praying at the top of his lungs: "I PRAY FOR A NEW BICYCLE. PRAY FOR A NEW 
NINTENDO.” His older brother leaned over, nudged him and said, "Why are you shouting? God isn't 

deaf." to which the little brother replied, "No, but Grandma is!" 
 

None of Them Are Toys! When my daughters were little, I would always tell them around 
Christmas that this is Jesus' birthday and he only received 3 things so do not be disappointed in what 
lies under the tree. When it came time for worship on Christmas morning, I asked the children what 

they thought Jesus would think of Santa and all the hype. Would he ask Santa a question? My 
youngest daughter replied, "I think Jesus would ask how come I only got three things and none of 

them were toys?" 

 
DECEMBER FEATURES 

 
The Cold Moon. Burr!!! 

 

 
 

 

The December  full moon, 

Is called the Cold Moon, 

it is on Thursday, 

December 4, 2025, 

This will be the final full moon of the year and it is a supermoon. 
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Announcing the Next Director of Wesley Forest! 

 

Dear friends of Camp & Retreat Ministry, 

We are thrilled to share some exciting news for Wesley Forest Camp & Retreat 

Center! On January 1, 2026, Emily Sliski will be joining us as the new Center 

Director. Emily is no stranger to our community—she previously served as 

Director at Wesley Forest for nine years and has dedicated her career to 

creating safe, welcoming, and transformative outdoor spaces. 

 

Emily’s passion for connecting people with nature, fostering spiritual growth, 

and building inclusive communities makes her a perfect fit to lead Wesley 

Forest into a fresh season of ministry. She and her husband, Jonathan, love 

exploring the outdoors with their two springer spaniels, Fern and Wild, and are 

eager to welcome campers, families, and congregations back to the heart of the 

woods. 

 

We are grateful for your continued support and prayers as Emily steps into this 

leadership role. Join us in welcoming her back to Wesley Forest and 

celebrating the new opportunities ahead! 

 

With gratitude, 

The Camp & Retreat Ministry Team 
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Dear friends of Camp & Retreat Ministry, 

 

We are thrilled to share some exciting news for  

 

With gratitude, 

The Camp & Retreat Ministry Team 
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  BEAVER MINISTRIES AND OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE 

Beacon Free Shop                                                                                                               
November 2025 – We anticipated a busy month for the November Beacon Free Shop due to the 
uncertainties of SNAP benefits and with the New to You shop offering clothing and household 
items.  We were correct – a record 132 households were served!  These households consist of 360 
individuals.  Twenty-five households (19%) were new to our program.  Our awesome team of twenty-
three volunteers made sure Beacon clients were served as efficiently as possible.  
Almost 1,200 personal hygiene items were handed out.   An average of $20 worth of items was 
provided to each household.  
Beacon expenses to provide these items exceeded $2,600 this month.  With increasing inventory 
costs, it is important for continued monetary support in order to keep this program running.  It is 
because of you that we can help our community neighbors who are experiencing financial problems 
and need a helping hand.  
Next Beacon Shop will be held Saturday, December 20, from 10am to noon. 
 

New to You Free Shop 
Our latest New to You offer was Saturday November 15th. We had a record number of people who 

chose items – 93! That meant we served 250 people residing in those households. 

Our many volunteers got us through set-up in just an hour. We were helped by Chuck and David 

having put up the tables the day before, and Pastor Sue set items around the room where we usually 

put them. After the event, we once again cleaned up in an hour. 

Many thanks to all who helped! If you would like to lend a hand, our next event is February 21st, with 

set-up on Friday the 20th at 2:00. 

Questions or to volunteer, please call Patty Johnston 570-713-4659 or email hoodj1973@ptd.net. 

 

Busy Beaver      
December is always such an exciting month for Busy Beaver! This month we will have our annual 
Christmas Party with a special visit from Santa Claus on Friday December 19th at 930am. The 
children will be practicing some fun carols to sing for their families. A small gift from Busy Beaver will 
be provided for each child. 
 
Our Gertrude Hawk fundraiser was another success! Orders will be delivered to Beaver the week of 
December 8th! Thank you to everyone who ordered.  
 
A huge thank you to all the Beaver volunteers who came and served our Thanksgiving meal. We 
greatly appreciate everyone and their willingness to partner in our event. We had a record attendance 
of 160 people this year! Busy Beaver purchased chicken, tableware, paper products and drinks. 
Families provided the covered dishes and staff made desserts to share. This is always a very fun time 
for everyone! 
 
We are looking forward to another successful year ahead! 
Charlene Reigle, director Busy Beaver Daycare Center (570)522-0458 
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United Youth Group     
Sunday, December 7th 1:30 PM - 4:30 PM Synod Youth Event at Camp Mount Luther.  

We will meet at St. Paul’s 

Sunday December 14th 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM Youth Christmas Party at Christ Lutheran  

 

Service of Lament 
There is a website that tracks mass shootings in America. As of October 31, 2025, there have been 419 
shootings. 484 people have been killed, and another 1,762 people have been wounded. 
69,000+ Palestinians have been killed in retaliation for the October 7, 2023, massacre by Hamas 
terrorists. Recently, another 100 were killed in one weekend after a cease fire was proclaimed. 
Tens of thousands, probably hundreds of thousands of Ukrainian and Russian soldiers and civilians 
have died since Russia’s February 2022 invasion. 
41,000+ have died during the civil war in Sudan. 
Our world is plagued with violence and I’m sure that many of you like me have grown weary. We long 
for an end to this violence and return to a more peaceful coexistence. 
 
On Saturday December 6th at 7:00 PM, The Lewisburg Charge (Beaver Memorial and St Paul’s) 
of the United Methodist Church, hosted a Service of Lament in St. Paul’s sanctuary for the churches of 
Lewisburg. 
 
A Service of Lament is an opportunity for the Church to come together and express sorrow, morning 
and regret out loud. This particular service through song, prayer and words of meditation will focus 
on the increasing violence that we are experiencing locally, nationally and globally. It is an 
opportunity for us to cry out to God and seek a path of peace during this time of violence and conflict. 

 
We are Going to do a Cluster Movie Night! 

Instead of a Cluster Prayer! 
 

 

 

We are going to gather at 5pm at Christ 

Community for pizza and a movie. 

The movie is going to be 

"The Best Christmas Pageant Ever" 

Cost is free, but you will need to let Eric 

know how many might come so they have 

enough pizza. 

RSVP Eric Shafer cell (717) 798-1442 
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JINGLE JAM 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2025, at St. Paul’s UMC. The youth of Beaver and St. Paul's will be 

presenting "Jingle Jam" during the 9:00 am. worship service.  Jingle Jam is an event for the entire 

congregation, and we will be led through a story and activities. At the end there will also be a nativity 

and reading of the Christmas Story. Afterward, please join us for a Hot Chocolate Bar and Christmas 

Cookies. 
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We Have Convenient Methods of Giving! 

Mail checks to Beaver Memorial at 42 S. 3rd St. Lewisburg, 17837 
Drop gifts into our Drop Box outside the office door 

Go to our website: www.beavermethodist.org and click on “Giving “Thank you! 
 

********************************************************** 

EVENTS 

AT BEAVER MEMORIAL UMC 
Event Day/Date Time Location 
New Beginnings Adult 
Sunday School 

Sunday September 21st  9:30 AM Parker Building 2nd floor 

Children/Youth Sunday 
School 

Sunday 10:00 AM St. Paul’s UMC 

NA Meeting Monday 7:00 PM Fellowship Hall 
Leadership Team Meetings 3rd Tuesday of the month 6:30 PM Fellowship Hall 
Choir Rehearsal Wednesday 7:00 PM Choir Room 
NA Meeting Wednesday 7:30 PM Fellowship Hall 
Saturday Night Live AA Saturday 7:00 PM Fellowship Hall 
Beacon Shop 3rd Saturday of the month 10:00 AM Beaver Memorial UMC 
IN THE COMMUNITY 
Event Day/Date Time Location 
Dinner by the River 1st & 3rd Thursdays of the 

month 
5:30 PM 1st Presbyterian Lewisburg 

BMUMC Staff: 
Position Individual Position Individual 
Office Administrator Tiffany Heimbach Treasurer Shirley Brough 
Custodian Jim Gulden Beacon Shop 

Coordinator 
Christy Brouse 

Choir Director Brooke Persing Accompanist  Sebastian Stewart 
Busy Beaver Day Care 
Director 

Charlene Reigle United Youth Group 
Director 

Charlene Rineer 

Video Team Nick Persing, Todd Fogle, Deena Eberhart 
Leadership Team Martha Root - croot@bucknell.edu 

Ralph Hibbs - rhibbs@windstream.net 
Patty Johnston - hoodj1973@ptd.net 
David Deibler-Gorman - dgorman@windstream.net 
Heidi Gilmore – heidicgilmore@gmail.com 
Kathy McKibben – klmckibben@gmail.com 
Chuck Root – croot@bucknell.edu 
Nick Persing – persing191983@gmail.com 
Travis Curry – travisecurry@yahoo.com  
Hannah Diehl – hannahdiehl0707@gmail.com 
Pastor Ethan Shearer – eshearer@susumc.org 
Rev. Sue Jamison - sjamison@susumc.org 

Submit content for the newsletter to office@beavermethodist.org by the 18th of each month.  


