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"Welcoming all with God’s love, serving all in God’s name as we all grow in faith together” 
 

Beaver Memorial United Methodist Church ∙ 42 South 3rd Street ∙ Lewisburg, PA ∙17837 
www.beavermethodist.org ∙ (570)524-0809  

 

Sunday Morning Worship Service - 11:00 am 

 

From Pastor Sue’s Desk:                                                                                                                              

I found this story in a sermon I preached back in 2001, and I find it is still relevant (and somewhat 
amusing). A man on a luxury liner cruise suddenly falls overboard. He can’t swim and in desperation 
begins yelling for help. There were several possible rescuers on the deck who witnessed him fall. One 
was a Moralist, who immediately reached into his briefcase and pulled out a book with lessons on 
how to swim. He tossed it to the man and yelled: “Now brother, you read that and just follow the 
instructions, and you will be alright.” The person next to him was an Idealist and she immediately 
jumped into the water and begin swimming all around him saying: “Just watch me swim, do as I do, 
and you will be fine.” Another person on deck was an Institutional Church Member and looked upon 
the drowning man’s plight with deep concern. He yelled out: “Now just hold on friend, help is on the 
way. We will establish a committee and talk about your problem. Once we come up with the needed 
finances, we will resolve your dilemma.” Then there was a person who represented the Positive 
Thinking Movement. She yelled out: “Friend, this situation is not nearly as bad as you think. Just 
think DRY and you will be ok.” A fifth person happened to be a Revivalist who saw the drowning man 
desperately waving his arms, and so yelled out: “Yes brother, I see that hand. Is there another? Is 
there another?” The final person on the deck was a Realist. She immediately plunged into the water 
and pulled the drowning man to safety.  
 

As we think about the future of Beaver Memorial and the Lewisburg Charge, we need to be Realists. 
We have to leave the comfort zone of our current situation and plunge into the waters of an unknown 
future. We must be open to changing the way we do things, including the way we worship, and have 
more times for social gathering together, for studying and praying together, and for doing mission 
work together. We need to find ways to witness and minister to others when we live in a time full of 
cynicism, skepticism and despair.  
 

The Leadership Teams of both churches will meet on Aug. 19 under the direction of our Conference 
Superintendent, Daniel Wilt. I am confident that we will find ways to move forward that will be 
beneficial to both churches as we seek to fulfill our Mission: “To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.” And in addition to our Mission, the new Vision Statement of our 
denomination is: "The United Methodist Church forms disciples of Jesus Christ who, empowered by 
the Holy Spirit, love boldly, serve joyfully, and lead courageously in local communities and 
worldwide connections."  
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On the UMC.org website, the following explanation with the bible passages that inspired this is given:  
The vision encourages United Methodists to embody the following principles: 

Love Boldly: Passionately love God and, like Jesus, embrace and include people of every age, nation, 
race, gender and walk of life. Matthew 22:37-39, John 13:34-35. 

Serve Joyfully: With a Christ-like heart, journey alongside the most vulnerable, offering care and 
compassion with joy. Psalm 100:1, Nehemiah 8:10, John 13:14-15, 1 Peter 4:10. 

Lead Courageously: Follow Jesus’ example by resisting and dismantling all systems of evil, injustice, 
and oppression, striving for peace, justice and reconciliation. Joshua 1:9, Ephesians 6:10. 

 

As the President of the Council of Bishops Tracy Malone stated: “This is a Kairos moment in the life of 
The United Methodist Church. This new vision is not simply a statement or a plan, it is a catalyst for 
transformation. It is a vision that will help the Church embrace the divine opportunities before us, to 
follow where God is leading us, and to more fully engage in our mission of making disciples of Jesus 
Christ for the transformation of the world.” 

 

AUGUST FEATURES 
 

August is Family Fun Month 
It's a dedicated time to focus on spending quality time and engaging in fun activities with loved ones. 

This celebration encourages families to strengthen bonds, create lasting memories, and enjoy each 

other's company before the start of the school year. 

 

Here's why Family Fun Month is important: 

• Strengthens Family Bonds: 

Shared activities foster trust, understanding, and open communication within the family. 

• Promotes Well-being: 

Spending time together benefits the health and well-being of family members. 

• Create Memories: 

Family Fun Month is a great opportunity to make lasting memories with loved ones. 

• Reduce Stress: 

It encourages families to take a break from their busy schedules and enjoy carefree playtime. 

 

Activities for Family Fun Month: 

• Outdoor Adventures: Go camping, hiking, have a 

picnic, or enjoy a backyard campfire. 

• Creative Pursuits: Cook meals together, have a 

family game night, or create a backyard fort. 

• Day Trips: Visit a zoo, museum, or go on a 

scavenger hunt. 

• Special Events: Have a karaoke night, an outdoor 

movie night, or go out for ice cream. 

• Technology-Free Time: Put away devices and enjoy 

quality time together. 
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"New Year, New Beginnings", "Ready to make this year amazing!", "First day, best day!", "Education 

is the passport to the future", and "The future belongs to those who believe in the beauty of their 

dreams" 

 

• "Believe in Yourself" 

• "You can do anything you put your 

mind to" 

• "You are braver than you believe, 

stronger than you seem, and smarter 

than you think" 

• "Everything is hard before it is easy" 

• "The beginning is always today" 

• "Firsts are best because they are 

beginnings" 

• "A new school, new adventures, new 

friendships, and new challenges" 

• "Back to school and ready to rule!" 

• "Chasing dreams one class at a time" 
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The Sturgeon Moon August 9, 2025. 
The August full moon is traditionally named the Sturgeon Moon because, in North America, this was 
historically a time when the giant lake sturgeon were abundant and easily caught in the Great Lakes 
and other major bodies of water, serving as a vital food source for Native American tribes inhabiting 
the region.  
 

National Dog Month 
The loving barks of man’s best friend last a lifetime, so it’s only appropriate that dogs have a month 

dedicated to the loyalty and love they share with the 

world! Here are a few things you can do to spoil your best 

friend. Gift them some new toys: Toys help burn off extra 

calories and release pent-up energy. Teach them a new 

trick: Dogs can learn up to 30 tricks in their lifetime. 

Learning new tricks provides the mental stimulation dogs 

need to stay healthy and sharp. It's also a great way to 

exercise them while strengthening your bond. 

Set up a doggy play date: Dogs need constant socialization 
to ease anxiety, and all dogs benefit from meeting others 
to keep walks in the park peaceful and playful. Invite your 
dog’s favorite furry friend to the park, give them a few 
treats and toys, and enjoy the pooch party! 
Donate: You don’t have to have a dog to celebrate National Dog Month. Head to your local animal 
shelter or research organizations that support dogs. Pet supplies and monetary donations can 
improve the lives of canines in your community. 
Adopt: Adopt, don’t shop. If you're considering getting your first dog or adding another one to the 
family, visit your local adoption center to discover all the dogs waiting for their forever homes. Animal 
shelters across the country are overcrowded, which results in euthanasia. Choosing adoption over pet 
shops and puppy mills can help address this nationwide issue. 
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       BEAVER MINISTRIES AND OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE 
 

Beacon Free Shop  
The Beacon Free Shop distributed personal hygiene items to 85 households on Saturday, July 19, 
2025. These households included 214 individuals. Our mighty volunteers distributed 784 total items! 
One client shared with her order taker that she never thought she would need to ask for help but is so 
glad that we are here for her. She is very grateful for what we are doing. Several non-English speaking 
clients kept Nonie busy interpreting. But overall, it was a calm, steady flow of clients during the two 
hours. If you have any question, please contact Christy Brouse at 570-238-5707 Next Beacon Free 
Shop will be August 16 from 10am to noon. 
 

New To You Free Shop 
We hold our next New to You on August 16. That means set up is the day before on Friday, August 15. 
We have need of linens and kitchen items especially, but we also offer adult clothing. Donations can 
be brought the Sunday before or during the set-up hours on Friday. We often are finished on Friday in 
about an hour, so please come as close to 2:00 as possible that day. A Sign-up sheet is in the sanctuary 
for help on both Friday and Saturday. We need the most help on Friday for set-up and Saturday for 
clean-up at noon. Any questions please contact Patty Johnston: 570-523-3132 or hoodj1973@ptd.net. 
 

Busy Beaver                                                                                                                                 
We are looking forward to an exciting month in August. Our 

school age summer camp will be wrapping up on August 

20th as all our friends will be heading off to school! We plan 

to end our first year of camp with a picnic at St. Mary's 

Street Park and end of summer carnival. We have some fun 

things left to do! Our upcoming field trips include Critter 

Connection, Bowling at Lewisburg Lanes, and a trip to 

Energy Gymnastics!  

Busy Beaver had a great Marianna's fundraiser. We profited 

$718 and had cash donations of $185.00. We are hoping to 

use these funds towards some new playground equipment to 

replace some equipment that got damaged in the June 

storm. 

As August begins to dwindle down, we will be reopening our 2nd infant room and will also be having 

open enrollment in all classrooms. 

Charlene Reigle Director, Busy Beaver Daycare Center, 570-522-0458 

Directory Up-Date                                                                                                                                     
For the next couple of weeks we will be having an insert in the bulletin to update the directory. Please 

fill out the paper and return it to the church. If you have any questions or need a copy, please reach 

out to Tiffany in the Beaver Office.  
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Support Camp Fancy Gala! 

This is the premier event to raise funds to support the Susquehanna Conference Camping and Retreat 

Ministry that positively impacts so many young people. They will also honor a legendary volunteer of 

the camping program by having a FANCY dinner and setting up a live and silent auction.  

The honoree this year is Rev. Beth Jones. Beth grew up going to Central Oak Heights and then as a 

teenager went on a lot of adventure camps, including backpacking and canoe trips. As an adult, she 

directed the high school backpacking camp for a number of years, held at Sky Lake, located in Central 

New York. Like others involved in church camps, Beth remembers a distinct calling to full time 

ministry during her time on summer staff at Wesley Forest and the support and encouragement she 

received from deans and counselors during that time to be open to God’s direction. Her involvement 

in the camping program had a lasting impact throughout her ministry and most recently in the 

founding of the Deep Green Journey, a non-profit with a vision to “Heal Humanity through Creative 

Connection with the Natural World”. Through workshop and retreat offerings as well as Forest 

Therapy walks and short, accessible Backpack trips, the organization seeks to connect participants 

with the outdoors. They do so with a special focus on partnering with groups and individuals that face 

physical and emotional barriers accessing the natural world. 

For the past two years, Beaver Memorial has been a sponsor of the event, thanks to some generous 

donors, and we plan to do so again. You can help make this happen by designating Camp Gala in the 

memo line on your check made out to BMUMC, or put a note with your cash gift. Our goal is to raise 

$1,100, which will also allow us to have 4 people from Beaver attend the event. That amount will cover 

the cost of two camper scholarships.  

 



BEAVER BLESSINGS                                                                                                     AUGUST 2025 

 

Page 7 of 12 
   

BEAVER BLESSINGS                                                                                                         AUGUST 2025 

 
Music In The Park 

Wednesday  

August 13th at 7PM 
Hufnagle Park  

Sponsored By  

Beaver Memorial UMC 

 

 

 

Eric Sundberg has been sharing his music for over 6 decades. While known around the region as a 

Family/Children’s music performer, Eric also has gained a reputation for giving a fine performance 

for adult audiences. Singing and playing his 6 and 12 string guitars (and occasionally a few other 

instruments), Eric delights his audiences with a wide selection of songs from his originals to covers, 

with styles ranging from traditional folk songs, contemporary folk, americana, to ballads and novelty 

songs, as well as many original tunes— covering songs by artists like John Denver, Guy Clark, Peter, 

Paul, and Mary or Woody Guthrie. So, whether you like to sing along or just sit back and enjoy the 

music, you will be sure to have a good time at Eric’s performance. 

Eric has recorded 5 family CDs: ICE CREAM, JUMPING ON THE BED, LOOSE TOOTH,  

OLD FRIENDS/NEW FRIENDS, and CHRISTMAS IS MY FAVORITE TIME OF YEAR.  

…AND… Eric has just released his 6th studio album aimed at a more grown-up audience entitled 

WHISPER IN THE WIND. He will be highlighting these new songs at Music In The Park. 

Eric is a musician, a retired elementary teacher of 33 years, educational consultant, and 

singer/songwriter who lives in Lewisburg with his wife Phyllis. Eric enjoys traveling, is an avid 

photographer, concert-goer, outdoor enthusiast, spending time with family and friends, and just 

hanging around his house…and of course playing his guitars. 

Come and enjoy Eric share his passion for music and his goal to “Keep passin’ the music on....”  
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Susquehanna Valley Growers Market 

Hufnagle Park South 6th Street Lewisburg 

Open Every Friday 2PM-6PM 

August 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd,29th 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music in the Park Evey Wednesday at 7PM 

Aug 6th Strawberry Ridge  

Aug 13th Eric Sundberg  

Aug 20th Folk Justice Band 

Aug 27th Lewisburg High School Marching Band 

 

 

Master Gardeners Monthly Presentations                                                                                           
Held at the Union County Public Library on the third Monday of the month a speaker presents a topic 

of interest to many. The presentation begins at 6:30 pm and lasts for about an hour. The 

dates/speakers for the coming months are: 

Aug 18 Penn State’s Kathy Demchak - everything 

about strawberries  

Sept 15 Penn State’s Anna Hodgson - soils 

Oct 27 (due to Columbus Day) MG Lori 

Bartholomew - composting 

Nov 17 MG Coordinator Sabrina Holmes - keeping 

live Christmas trees 
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Diversity Fest 

Saturday August 16th 2025, at 11:00 am 

Hufnagle Park, Lewisburg, Pa 

JOIN US for this free event 

for an incredible 

Day of Peace, Togetherness, and Community! 

 

 

 

Street of Shops Summer Bash 

100 N. Water St. Lewisburg, PA 

Saturday August 23rd 

           9:00 AM to 5:00 PM 

You never know what you'll find at the Street of 

Shops, but you can count on food, fun and great 

deals all day!  

 

 

Saturday AA Meeting Is Now Saturday Night Live AA                                   
Saturday Night Live AA meets at 7 p.m. Saturdays in the BMUMC Fellowship Hall. All are welcome to 

this "open AA" meeting including people who would simply like to know more about the AA 

fellowship. The weekly format is a topic discussion based on a suggestion from the floor and/or an 

excerpt of literature relating to alcoholism and recovery from it. The meeting closes promptly at 8 

p.m. The "AA Preamble," recognized world-wide, is a concise description of what the fellowship is and 

is not: 

"Alcoholics Anonymous is a fellowship of men and women who share their experience, strength and 

hope with each other so that they may solve their common problem and help others to recover from 

alcoholism. The only requirement for membership is a desire to stop drinking. There are no dues or 

fees for AA membership, we are self-supporting through our own contributions. AA is not allied with 

any sect, denomination, politics or institution, Does not wish to engage in any controversy, neither 

endorses nor opposes any causes. Our primary purpose is to stay sober and to help other alcoholics 

achieve sobriety." 
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You're Invited: "We Are All Immigrants" — A Community Workshop 

Some of us arrived generations ago. Others just recently. 

We go to school, work, run businesses, raise families, and give back through service. 

Together, we are the fabric of this community. 

Join us for a powerful evening of learning, connection, and action. 

            Tuesday, August 12 

      7:00–8:30 PM 

    CommUnity Zone 

328 Market Street, Lewisburg, PA 

What to Expect: 

• Learn about the diverse immigration statuses that shape our country 

• Hear what’s happening right here in our local area 

• Connect with others who are committed to building strong, inclusive communities 

Get Involved: 

Ṋ Media, Know Your Rights, and public outreach 

Ṋ Faith-based engagement and church partnerships 

Ṋ Organizing for Emergency Response Networks, advocacy, and support 

All are welcome. Come as you are. Leave empowered. 
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We Have Convenient Methods of Giving! 

Mail checks to Beaver Memorial at 42 S. 3rd St. Lewisburg, 17837 
Drop gifts into our Drop Box outside the office door 

Go to our website: www.beavermethodist.org and click on “Giving “Thank you! 
 

********************************************************** 

EVENTS 

AT BEAVER MEMORIAL UMC 
Event Day/Date Time Location 
New Beginnings Adult 
Sunday School 

Sunday On Break Over 
the Summer 

9:30 AM Hall of All Peoples 

Children/Youth Sunday 
School 

Sunday 10:00 AM St. Paul’s UMC 

NA Meeting Monday 7:00 PM Fellowship Hall 
Leadership Team Meetings 3rd Tuesday of the month 6:30 PM Fellowship Hall 
    
NA Meeting Wednesday 7:30 PM Fellowship Hall 
Saturday Night Live AA Saturday 7:00 PM Fellowship Hall 
Beacon Shop 3rd Saturday of the month 10:00 AM Beaver Memorial UMC 
IN THE COMMUNITY 
Event Day/Date Time Location 
Dinner by the River 1st & 3rd Thursdays of the 

month 
5:30 PM 1st Presbyterian Lewisburg 

BMUMC Staff: 
Position Individual Position Individual 
Office Administrator Tiffany Heimbach Treasurer Shirley Brough 
Custodian Jim Gulden Beacon Shop 

Coordinator 
Christy Brouse 

Choir Director Brooke Persing Accompanist 
(Summer) 

Vivian Vance 

Busy Beaver Day Care 
Director 

Charlene Reigle United Youth Group 
Director 

Charlene Rineer 

Video Team Nick Persing, Todd Fogle, Deena Eberhart 
Leadership Team Martha Root - croot@bucknell.edu 

Ralph Hibbs - rhibbs@windstream.net 
Patty Johnston - hoodj1973@ptd.net 
David Deibler-Gorman - dgorman@windstream.net 
Heidi Gilmore – heidicgilmore@gmail.com 
Kathy McKibben – klmckibben@gmail.com 
Chuck Root – croot@bucknell.edu 
Nick Persing – persing191983@gmail.com 
Travis Curry – travisecurry@yahoo.com  
Hannah Diehl – hannahdiehl0707@gmail.com 
Pastor Ethan Shearer – eshearer@susumc.org 
Rev. Sue Jamison - sjamison@susumc.org 

Submit content for the newsletter to office@beavermethodist.org by the 18th of each month.  


