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"Welcoming all with God’s love, serving all in God’s name as we all grow in faith together”
Beaver Memorial United Methodist Church ∙ 42 South 3rd Street ∙ Lewisburg ∙PA ∙ 17837
www.beavermethodist.org ∙ (570)524-0809
Sunday Morning Worship Services - 10:30 am
New Beginnings Adult Sunday School Class – 9:00 am
From the Pastor’s Desk
Deuteronomy 6:5 - You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and
with all your might.
Leviticus 19:18 – You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against any of your people, but you
shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the Lord.
In Matthew 22:34-40, when Jesus is asked by a Pharisee which commandment in the law was the
greatest, he replied with the verse from Deuteronomy. But he didn’t stop there. He added a second
piece from Leviticus, saying it was equal in importance: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. He
goes on to say that on these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets. Jesus was raised
in Judaism and so would have been quite familiar with these teachings. As Christians, we hear these
words many times over the course of our lives. But they are not unique to Christianity. Here are
versions from two other faith traditions:
Buddhism – The Loving Kindness Prayer
May I be filled with loving kindness; May I be free from suffering; May I be happy and at peace
Islam – from the Koran: None of you truly believes unless you love for your brother what you love for
yourself.
Additionally, the Jewish concept of Tikkun Olam (tee-KOON oh-LUHM), variously translated as
repairing, mending or healing the world through human actions, fits nicely into this. We each have a
hand in working to make the world a better place. We can do this though acts of loving kindness,
serving others, and valuing equity, diversity and inclusion.
As noted in last month’s Beaver Blessings, a quote attributed to John Wesley, the founder of
Methodism, but not actually written by him, is this: “Do all the good you can, by all the means you
can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you can, at all the times you can, to all the people you
can, as long as ever you can.”
I thought it would be interesting to share the actual words from his journal: “It is therefore expected
of all who continue in Methodist societies and classes that they should continue to evidence their
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desire for salvation…by doing good; by being in every kind merciful after their power; as they have
opportunity, doing good of every possible sort, as far as possible, to all.”
This embodies the spirit of United Methodism. Enhancing the well-being of every person is one of the
key elements of repairing the world. Helping those who are in need, no matter in what capacity, is
crucial and holy work. The donation of monetary and physical resources, along with volunteer work,
are ways in which you are asked to be involved. As those who were at the June 5 th meeting after
worship heard, we need to increase our monetary giving. We need to invite those who we haven’t seen
awhile to return and become active participants in all that Beaver is doing. And we need to have more
of you step into leadership or serve on a committee so that all of the various pieces that make ministry
possible in this challenging time can happen and even expand to ensure that Beaver continues the
mission to which we are called.
Pastor Sue
JULY FEATURES:
Social Principles of the United Methodist Church regarding Abortion
The beginning of life and the ending of life are the God-given boundaries of human existence. While
individuals have always had some degree of control over when they would die, they now have the
awesome power to determine when and even whether new individuals will be born. Our belief in the
sanctity of unborn human life makes us reluctant to approve abortion.
But we are equally bound to respect the sacredness of the life and well-being of the mother and the
unborn child.
We recognize tragic conflicts of life with life that may justify abortion, and in such cases we support
the legal option of abortion under proper medical procedures by certified medical providers. We
support parental, guardian, or other responsible adult notification and consent before abortions can
be performed on girls who have not yet reached the age of legal adulthood. We cannot affirm abortion
as an acceptable means of birth control, and we unconditionally reject it as a means of gender
selection or eugenics (see Resolution 3184).
We oppose the use of late-term abortion known as dilation and extraction (partial-birth abortion) and
call for the end of this practice except when the physical life of the mother is in danger and no other
medical procedure is available, or in the case of severe fetal anomalies incompatible with life. This
procedure shall be performed only by certified medical providers. Before providing their services,
abortion providers should be required to offer women the option of anesthesia.
We call all Christians to a searching and prayerful inquiry into the sorts of conditions that may cause
them to consider abortion. We entrust God to provide guidance, wisdom, and discernment to those
facing an unintended pregnancy.
The Church shall offer ministries to reduce unintended pregnancies. We commit our Church to
continue to provide nurturing ministries to those who terminate a pregnancy, to those in the midst of
a crisis pregnancy, and to those who give birth.
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We mourn and are committed to promoting the diminishment of high abortion rates. The Church
shall encourage ministries to reduce unintended pregnancies such as comprehensive, age-appropriate
sexuality education, advocacy in regard to contraception, and support of initiatives that enhance the
quality of life for all women and girls around the globe.
Young adult women disproportionately face situations in which they feel that they have no choice due
to financial, educational, relational, or other circumstances beyond their control. The Church and its
local congregations and campus ministries should be in the forefront of supporting existing ministries
and developing new ministries that help such women in their communities. They should also support
those crisis pregnancy centers and pregnancy resource centers that compassionately help women
explore all options related to unplanned pregnancy. We particularly encourage the Church, the
government, and social service agencies to support and facilitate the option of adoption. (See ¶ 161L.)
We affirm and encourage the Church to assist the ministry of crisis pregnancy centers and pregnancy
resource centers that compassionately help women find feasible alternatives to abortion.
Governmental laws and regulations do not provide all the guidance required by the informed
Christian conscience. Therefore, a decision concerning abortion should be made only after thoughtful
and prayerful consideration by the parties involved, with medical, family, pastoral, and other
appropriate counsel.
Ministry to Those Who Have Experienced an Abortion
We urge local pastors to become informed about the symptoms and behaviors associated with postabortion stress. We commit our Church to continue to provide nurturing ministries to those who
terminate a pregnancy, to those in the midst of a crisis pregnancy, and to those who give birth. We
further encourage local churches to make available contact information for counseling agencies that
offer programs to address post-abortion stress for all seeking help.
Social Principles of the United Methodist Church regarding Gun Violence
As followers of Jesus, called to live into the reality of God's dream of shalom as described by Micah,
we must address the epidemic of gun violence so "that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk
in God's paths." Therefore, we call upon United Methodists to prayerfully address gun violence in
their local context. Some of the ways in which to prevent gun violence include the following:
For congregations to make preventing gun violence a regular part of our conversations and prayer
times. Gun violence must be worshipfully and theologically reflected on, and we encourage United
Methodist churches to frame conversations theologically by utilizing resources such as "Kingdom
Dreams, Violent Realities: Reflections on Gun Violence from Micah 4:1-4" produced by the General
Board of Church and Society.
1. For congregations to assist those affected by gun violence through prayer, pastoral care, creating
space, and encouraging survivors to share their stories, financial assistance, and through
identifying other resources in their communities as victims of gun violence and their families walk
through the process of grieving and healing.
2. For individual United Methodists who own guns as hunters or collectors to safely and securely
store their guns and to teach the importance of practicing gun safety.
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3. For United Methodist congregations that have not experienced gun violence to form ecumenical
and interfaith partnerships with faith communities that have experienced gun violence in order to
support them and learn from their experiences.
4. For United Methodist congregations to lead or join in ecumenical or interfaith gatherings for
public prayer at sites where gun violence has occurred and partner with law enforcement to help
prevent gun violence.
5. For United Methodist congregations to partner with local law-enforcement agencies and
community groups to identify gun retailers that engage in retail practices designed to circumvent
laws on gun sales and ownership, encourage full legal compliance, and to work with groups like
Heeding God's Call that organize faith-based campaigns to encourage gun retailers to gain full
legal compliance with appropriate standards and laws.
6. For United Methodist congregations to display signs that prohibit carrying guns onto church
property.
7. For United Methodist congregations to advocate at the local and national level for laws that
prevent or reduce gun violence. Some of those measures include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Universal background checks on all gun purchases
Ratification of the Arms Trade Treaty
Ensuring all guns are sold through licensed gun retailers
Prohibiting all individuals convicted of violent crimes from purchasing a gun for a fixed time
period
Prohibiting all individuals under restraining order due to threat of violence from purchasing a
gun
Prohibiting persons with serious mental illness, who pose a danger to themselves and their
communities, from purchasing a gun
Ensuring greater access to services for those suffering from mental illness
Establishing a minimum age of 21 years for a gun purchase or possession
Banning large-capacity ammunition magazines and weapons designed to fire multiple rounds
each time the trigger is pulled
Promoting new technologies to aid law-enforcement agencies to trace crime guns and promote
public safety.

ADOPTED 2016
BEAVER MINISTRIES AND OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE
Beacon Free Shop
Beacon Ministries Free Shop donations have increased three-fold over the past several months from
14 clients in January, to 41 in June. The need for personal hygiene items is great in our community.
Clients select from items such as deodorant, shampoo, toothpaste, feminine hygiene products, etc. - but ALL clients request laundry detergent, dish soap, and toilet paper. Beacon volunteers have been
referring to these items as ‘the big three’!
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A $2,000 donation was received from Lewisburg Sunrise Rotary recently. In addition, several
individual monetary gifts were received. Gifts like these will allow Beaver to continue this ministry.
Please remember Beacon in your church offerings (indicate BEACON in the memo), or drop items in
the basket near the Church Office. Questions can be directed to Christy Brouse at 570-238-5707 or
beacon@beavermethodist.org.
Busy Beaver Day Care
Busy Beaver has had a busy few weeks with new enrollments. By fall the daycare will be at max
capacity. We still have a waitlist of at least 40 children and an infant waitlist into the Spring of 2023.
The Marianna's Pizzas and Hoagies will be delivered on July 8th. Charlene will reach out to those who
ordered when the delivery is separated and ready for pickup! Thank you to all of those who ordered!
Union County Giving Closet
This is a new ministry being housed at First Presbyterian Church, providing new and gently used
clothing for children aged newborn through Grade 12, whose families are enrolled in the Eastern
Union County Food Bank Program. They are looking for monetary contributions and donations of
clothing/shoes/reusable bags/gift cards to local stores and also need volunteers. You can email them
at ucgivingcloset@gmail.com or call 570-524-4419.
Join Our Tech Team!

If you would be willing to learn how to use the cameras on Sunday mornings, please let one of the tech
team (Nick Persing, Todd Fogle, Nate Morgan or Tim Taylor) know. They will train you and promise it
is not difficult. Help us keep connected with those who are not able to join us in person on Sunday
mornings.
Musicians/Vocalists Wanted!
If you would be willing to provide special music on occasion for Sunday worship, please let Pastor Sue
know. We want to have a nice variety: vocal, instrumental, and combinations of those – we know
there is talent among us. We are also looking for additional choir members!
**********************************************************
We Have Convenient Methods of Giving!
Mail to Beaver Memorial at 42 S. 3rd St. Lewisburg, 17837
drop into our Drop Box outside the office door or
go to our website: www.beavermethodist.org and click on “Giving”.
Thank you!
**********************************************************
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EVENTS

Vacation Bible School (VBS) will be held at St. Paul's UMC, and you are welcome to join
us!
Please spread the word to interested family, friends, and families of friends. We are welcoming kids
age 4 to 6th grade and will not have a separate nursery this year.
Please get in touch with Jessica Newlin (jltnewlin@gmail.com) or text my cell phone
(570)238-0992 if you are willing to be a volunteer helper! You can help one night or all
nights, you can donate materials, help prepare snacks, help decorate, throw water balloons, and you
can do all of the above! If you are new to VBS, we will find a place for you to use your gifts.
Save the Date for Summer VBS 2022: July 10 - 14, 6 - 8 pm. More information and links for
kids registration will be coming soon
Music In the Park Is Back!
Beginning Wed. July 6 and continuing through Wed. Aug. 10, each week will feature local musicians
at Hufnagle Park in Lewisburg. All concerts begin at 7:00 pm. There is no cost to attend, but
donations to the Lewisburg Arts Council are welcome! For the lineup of musicians, please go to,
https://lewisburgartscouncil.com/#music.

BEAVER BLESSINGS

Page 6 of 9

JULY 2022

BEAVER BLESSINGS

JULY 2022

LIVE! FROM LEWISBURG: INTO THE LIGHT SERIES FOR JULY
Beaver Memorial will be hosting a concert on Thursday, July 28, as part of this series. The musician is
Eric Sundberg. The concert begins at 7:00 pm and doors will be open at 6:30 as folks begin to gather.
For more information on where/when additional concerts will be held, please go to:
https://www.communityzonelewisburg.org/live-from-lewisburg.html
WESLEY FOREST RETREATS
Mission u Youth
This five-day, two location event is calling all YOUTH interested in mission! We will spend our time at
Wesley Forest Camp (hiking, boating, swimming, and conquering the challenge course), building
community, and working on mission projects! Then we will get to reunite in July in Lewisburg to
spend one more day together finishing up and preparing to put our faith in action. Our Theme is
Community in the Midst of Challenging Times. We will be learning what it means to be in mission and
how God calls us to it. If you are looking for an opportunity to live out your faith, learn more about
missions, all while spending time in nature, this event is for you.
Deans: Michelle Schwartzman & Martina McCabe
Contact Michelle at vim@susumc.org for more information.
(Create an account, put in youth’s info, look for Wesley Forest & Mission u Youth to register for the
event.)
July 16 – At Best Western, Lewisburg - Starts: 9:00 am; Ends: 4:00 pm
Camp Splash
Cannonball into this classic week of camp with an all water theme! Play water-logged field games,
hike up a creek, splash around in the lake, and cheer loudly during the always memorable annual all
camp Gush Off.
Deans: Doug Brown & Martina McCabe
July 10-15 Grades 3-6 $418
Starts: Sunday 3:00 pm; Ends: Friday 4:00 pm
Soaked
Paired with Camp Splash, Soaked takes on a water theme for jr/sr high youth. Come for the slip n
slide, water balloons, and creek stomps, but soon discover that Soaked is also about honest and true
community, deep friendships, and discovering the love and acceptance of Jesus.
Deans: Dave Poole & Jason Schwartzman
July 10-15 Grades 7-12 $418
Starts: Sunday 3:00 pm; Ends: Friday 4:00 pm
Trailblazers - Adventure
A week of camp for any young adventurer! We’ll spend our first day together learning basic and key
skills of outdoor adventure before we pack up our gear and hit the trails! We’ll hike a local trail on an
overnight backpacking trip before we launch canoes on a local water trail for an overnight excursion.
Adventure awaits! *Note: All campers must be proficient swimmers.
Deans: Michelle Schwartzman & Sam Modico
July 10-15 Grades 6-12 $418
Starts: Sunday 3:00 pm; Ends: Friday 4:00 pm
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Messtival
Foam machines, paint twister, water games, a messy obstacle course, and dye battles are the messy
ingredients that make Messtival one of our wildest weeks of the summer. Add in goofy songs,
smugglers and spies, and amazingly energetic counselors, and you’ve got a recipe for one awesome
week of camp!
Deans: Carolyn Shade & Jason Peno
July 17-22 Grades 3-6 $418
Starts: Sunday 3:00 pm; Ends: Friday 4:00 pm
Create! - NEW
When we hear the word creation we often think of nature, but we are creation, too, and we are made
to create. At Create! we will experience all of the elements that make camp amazing: challenge course,
hikes, games, swimming/boating, worship, and more! We will also daily express our creativity using
various mediums while strengthening our relationship with the Creator. There’s no skill level required
to attend, just a willingness to have fun and be open to allowing God to use your creative talents.
Deans: Jess & Chris Querry
July 17-22 Grades 7-12 $418
Starts: Sunday 3:00 pm; Ends: Friday 4:00 pm
Awesome Elementary
What makes Awesome Elementary so awesome? We’ll tell you! Daily sno-cones, spirit week inspired
daily themes, Christmas in July, goofy counselors, youth-led worship skits, a movie under the stars,
plus all of the classic Wesley Forest summer camp activities.
Deans: Laura & Steve May
July 24-29 Grades 3-6 $418
Starts: Sunday 3:00 pm; Ends: Friday 4:00 pm
Venture
Venture is best known for being the biggest event of the summer! It’s also known for: the summer’s
longest slip n’ slide, the most epic ultimate frisbee and volleyball competition, awesome outdoor
worship, relational counselors, classic camp activities, and so much more.
Deans: Rich Morris & Trevor Bryden
July 24-29 Grades 7-12 $418
Starts: Sunday 3:00 pm; Ends: Friday 4:00 pm
Wacky Week
Wacky week is all about wacky: messy games, hilarious music, silly activities, and even our Bible
studies get crazy! While we love to get crazy, we love Jesus even more. That’s why Jesus is at the heart
of everything we do. Smiles, laughs, and Jesus – join in the fun!
Deans: Kelley Price & Kristin Hoover
July 31- August 5 Grades 2-6 $418
Starts: Sunday 3:00 pm; Ends: Friday 4:00 pm
Ignite
This is the last week of camp, and some may say we saved the best for last. Experience all there is to
love about summer camp at Wesley Forest and know that this is a week where you can ask difficult
questions, talk about what’s going on, find people who understand, and share in all the emotions of
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growing up in this beautiful and chaotic world. All with the intention of deepening your faith. We
invite you to come as you are, and we really mean it.
Deans: Mindi Gochnaur & Daniel Wilt
July 31- August 5 Grades 7-12 $418
Starts: Sunday 3:00 pm; Ends: Friday 4:00 pm
AT BEAVER MEMORIAL UMC
Event
Day/Date
New Beginnings Adult
Sundays
Sunday School
NA Meeting
Mondays / Wednesday s
Leadership Team Meetings 3rd Tuesdays of the
month
AA Meeting
Saturdays
IN THE COMMUNITY
Event
Day/Date
Pub Theology
3rd Thursdays of the
month

Time
9:00 AM

Location
Parsonage dining room

7:00 PM
6:00 PM

2nd Floor Parker Bldg.
Parsonage dining room

7:00 PM

2nd Floor Parker Bldg.

Time
6:00 PM

Location
Bull Run Tap House

BMUMC Staff includes:
Position
Individual
Position
Individual
Administrative
Mindy Moore
Treasurer
Shirley Brough
Assistant
Custodian
Tahir Hall
Youth Group Director
Mindy Moore
Choir Director
Brooke Persing
Pianist
Vacant
Busy Beaver Day Care
Charlene Reigle
Kinderfolk Preschool
Julia Umstead
Director
Director
Video Team
Nick Persing, Todd Fogle, Nate Morgan, Timothy Taylor
Leadership Team
Martha Root - croot@bucknell.edu
Rev. Sue Jamison - sjamison@susumc.org
Ralph Hibbs - rhibbs@windstream.net
Larry Shinn - shinnl@berea.edu
Nancy Shinn - shinnn@berea.edu
Patty Johnston - hoodj1973@ptd.net
David Deibler-Gorman - dgorman@windstream.net
Gabrielle Taylor – taylorfamily@ptd.net
Travis Curry – travisecurry@yahoo.com
 Submit content for the newsletter to lornawcurry@yahoo.com by the 18th of the month prior to
the newsletter.
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