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"Welcoming all with God’s love, serving all in God’s name as we all grow in faith together”
Beaver Memorial United Methodist Church ∙ 42 South 3rd Street ∙ Lewisburg ∙PA ∙ 17837
www.beavermethodist.org ∙ (570)524-0809
Sunday Morning Worship Services - 10:30 am
New Beginnings Adult Sunday School Class – 9:00 am
From the Pastor’s Desk One of my responsibilities in my previous job with Albright Care Services
was to coordinate the special offerings for the support of the Susquehanna Conference Benevolent
Homes, one of which was RiverWoods. Last spring, while working on the Golden Cross Offering
appeal, I was inspired by Fred Rogers, an ordained Presbyterian minister who had a passion for
helping children. I assume you are familiar with the TV show he created, Mister Rogers’
Neighborhood, which debuted in 1968 and has been viewed by millions. I used this quote from him:
"Mutual caring relationships require kindness, patience, tolerance, optimism, joy in other's
achievements, confidence in oneself, and the ability to give without undue thought of gain." And then
I referenced his oft noted advice to children: ‘Look for the helpers. You will always find people who
are helping.”
For many that we are in ministry with, we are the helpers they look to, particularly with Busy Beaver,
Kinderfolk, the AA and NA groups that meet in our building, and the Beacon Ministries Free Shop.
We have these ministries and host these groups knowing that we touch so many people, some of
whom we will never personally know.
Another of Mr. Rogers’ quotes also spoke to me: "We get so wrapped up in numbers in our society.
The most important thing is that we are able to be one-to-one, you and I with each other at the
moment. If we can be present in the moment with the person that we happen to be with, that's what's
important." When we encounter the staff, children or family members who come to Busy Beaver and
Kinderfolk, we need to be fully present in that moment. When we listen carefully, to those who come
to receive the items given out through the Beacon Shop, we are giving them dignity and a place where
they are respected. If we happen to be present when the NA or AA folks come in or out of the building,
we can make sure they are welcomed with a smile as we say hello.
When we find ways to connect our passion to help with the ways we can meet the needs of others, we
can touch so many lives. This is one way that we follow the call of Jesus to be in ministry.
I end with these words, written by Ralph Waldo Emerson, that hangs on the wall in my office. This
beautifully framed piece was given to me by the staff I worked with back in the early 90’s at Penn
State. I was very touched by them, as I hope you are.
“To laugh often and much; to win the respect of intelligent people and the affection of children; to
earn the appreciation of honest critics and endure the betrayal of false friends; to appreciate beauty;
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to find the best in others; to leave the world a bit better, whether by a healthy child, a garden patch, or
a redeemed social condition; to know even one life has breathed easier because you lived; This is to
have succeeded.” - Pastor Sue
CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR GRADUATE:
Douglas W. Taylor is graduating from Lewisburg Area High School on May 24, 2022. He will be
attending Rochester Institute of Technology (RIT) where he was accepted on early decision and was
awarded a Founder's Scholarship for his four years of schooling there. Doug will be enrolled in the
Computer Exploration program and will narrow down his major as he works through the curriculum.
Before Covid quarantine, Doug was active with the Boy Scouts and earned his black belt in Tae Kwon
Do. He twice attended the Johns Hopkins Center for Talented Youth academic sessions in residence
at Franklin Marshall College, studying Game Theory and Cryptology. Doug is a big fan of on-line
gaming, interacting with friends from all over the country on a regular basis, but especially enjoys
playing online with his five siblings who live in Houghton, Pittsburgh and Lewisburg. He will be
traveling to Spain this summer with his Lewisburg Spanish teachers Mrs. Yankowski and Ms Driskell
and a dozen or so classmates. The trip was cancelled for the last two years due to Covid, but everyone
is excited to finally experience this wonderful trip.
BEAVER FORWARD UPDATE
If you would like to be involved in providing leadership and/or work on any of the Beaver Forward
initiatives, whether it is expanding what we are already doing, reintroducing things that the pandemic
forced us to suspend, or offering new ideas for consideration, please contact one of the members of
the Leadership Team (their contact details are at the end of the newsletter).
Beaver Forward Recap
On Sunday March 20 members of Beaver Memorial met with Kim Shockley, Coordinator of Pathways
for Spiritual Leadership, for a time of guided conversation about the purpose and future of Beaver’s
ministry. Throughout the afternoon we looked inward to identify our strengths and weaknesses. We
identified several priorities to target for improvement in the coming weeks. We welcome and
encourage everyone to participate in the Beaver Forward initiative.
The initial results of the session include:



A revised mission statement - Welcoming all with God’s love, serving all in God’s name as we
all grow in faith together.
Some next steps include
o Reintroduction of greeters for Sunday morning worship
o Check in with families/individuals who have been absent in recent months
o Rebuild committees/teams/small groups
o Improved website/social media presence
o Increase connection with Busy Beaver and Kinderfolk families
o Fellowship Meal/Talent Show
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Other considerations include:
o Reintroduction of prayer chain
o Personal connections to members
o Identification of new ministries from the congregation
o Expand outreach into the wider community (i.e. Beacon Shop - add one Saturday per
month)

How are United Methodists present in Ukraine?
United Methodists have both congregations and mission partners on the ground in Ukraine, offering
hope, support and aid in every way they can.
The nation of Ukraine is included, with Moldova, in the Ukraine-Moldova Provisional Annual
Conference of The United Methodist Church, part of the Eurasia Episcopal Area, led by Bishop
Eduard Khegay.
This episcopal area also includes the Central Russia Conference, Eastern Russia and Central Asia
Provisional Annual Conference, Northwest Russia Provisional Annual Conference and Southern
Russia Provisional Annual Conference. These include the nations of Russia, Belarus, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan. There were 1123 professing members recorded across these conferences
in 2017.
Methodism in Eurasia began with a missionary pastor from Sweden, Carl Lindborg, in 1882. He
founded the first Russian Methodist congregation in St. Petersburg in 1889. A few congregations were
planted in Ukraine prior to the first World War, notably near Uzhgorod and Ternopil, but of these, all
but the community in Uzhgorod were shuttered during the Soviet era. The outreach that would lead to
the current churches in Ukraine began after the end of the Soviet Union, which brought an influx and
spread of United Methodist missionaries from the United States, Germany, and Liberia into many of
the newly independent nations in the 1990s.
While numbers of United Methodists in the Ukraine-Moldova Provisional Annual Conference are
small (351 total across six congregations based on 2017 data), the congregations are strategically
located in or near larger cities, including Kharkiv, Kyiv, Poltova and Chernivtsi, as well as the two
breakaway areas recognized by Russia in Donetzk and Luhansk. This means that they are well
positioned for outreach across the whole of the country and that several of their cities are among
those most under attack at this time. Indeed, many in the church at Luhansk had previously fled in
2020 because of attacks by pro-Russian insurgents that hit their church building.
Global Ministries encourages United Methodists to give generously to UMCOR’s International
Disaster and Recovery fund to enable United Methodists and other mission partners on the ground to
deliver support where it can do the most good.
We pray with the people of Ukraine and all those affected by this campaign of war against its
sovereignty within its own borders, joining the words of Bishop Khegay, who published this prayer for
peace in Russian on his episcopal area website:
Lord we know that it shouldn't be.
People should not bear death.
People should not be killed.
People should not lose their loved ones on the battlefields.
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Cities and villages should not be turned into a war zone, children should not be victims, and war
should not be a means to achieve peace.
Lord, we need a new heaven and a new earth.
We remember the world that You gave us, and mourn that we have lost it.
We all want to be safe.
But our security is not in force.
Spare us the ravages of war.
Teach us the ways of peace.
This content was produced by Ask The UMC, a ministry of United Methodist Communications.
BEAVER MINISTRIES AND OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE
Beaver Memorial Rummage Sale
Mark your calendar for June 9, 10, and 11; that’s when the Beaver rummage sale begins. In the
meantime find those items you no longer use from your high shelves and dark closets! Those are
exactly the items people like to buy and sell. Proceeds will go to the ministry of BMUMC. Save your
rummage sale items and bring them to the Fellowship Hall beginning June 7. Items to contribute
include games, puzzles, toys, jewelry, household items, hats, purses, personal items, small furniture,
books, small appliances, clean clothes and more.
If you’re interested in helping organize and/or facilitate the church rummage sale please contact
Nancy Shinn via text at 859-200-6634 or via email at shinnn@berea.edu. Sign-up sheets for setting
up, pricing, or selling will be available by the end of May. Beaver’s rummage sale is always fun for
everyone!
Busy Beaver Day Care
Charlene Reigle, Director of Busy Beaver Day Care, reports that Busy Beaver had a very successful
Spring fundraiser with the Cookie Dude, raising $808.00. Thank you to everyone who helped
support this fundraiser. The proceeds will be kept in the fundraiser account for a later decided use.
They had a very successful Easter Egg Hunt last Thursday and all the children had a great time! The
weather was beautiful and lots of treats were shared by all.
Busy Beaver will be holding our Mother’s Day Tea on Friday, May 6 th. There will be refreshments for
the Busy Beaver moms in the Fellowship Hall.
Kinderfolk
Julia Umstead, Director of Kinderfolk, reports that Kinderfolk is excited to be leaving winter behind
and welcome spring into the classroom! Small creatures, shamrocks, birds, and flowers are just a few
things that will be blooming from our project tables this month. We are also very excited that our
spring school pictures will be taken on May 2, thanks to photographer Kerry Shirk. Kinderfolk has
already reached near full enrollment for next fall. Our morning class has reached full status and is
accepting applications for a waiting list. Our afternoon Pre-K class still has a few spots left.
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Beacon Ministries Free Shop:
We distributed personal hygiene items to 25 people on April 1 st – no fooling! This increase in the
number of community members in need of these items shows that we are serving people in an
important way. Monetary donations are most helpful and can be sent to the church office or made
with your regular Sunday offering, noting “Beacon” on your donation. Donations of needed items and
volunteers are also welcome! Please direct any questions to Christy Brouse at: 570-238-5707 or
k_brouse@hotmail.com.
United Youth Group
Don’t forget to come out to support and enjoy our fundraiser:
United Youth Group Presents Trivia Night!
Come to the American Legion Post 182 in Lewisburg on Friday, May 6th
to support our mission trip! Doors open at 5:30pm. Game starts at 6pm.
$20 a seat or $150 for a table of eight.
There will be a silent auction and cash bar. Water and soda will also be available for $1. Bring a snack
to share with your tablemates.
Contact Mindy Moore to reserve your spot! Call 630-687-0943 or email unitedyouthlbg@gmail.com.
Thank you for your continued love and support.
Mindy Moore United Youth Group
Union County Giving Closet
This is a new ministry being housed at First Presbyterian Church, providing new and gently used
clothing for children aged newborn through Grade 12, whose families are enrolled in the Eastern
Union County Food Bank Program. They are looking for monetary contributions and donations of
clothing/shoes/reusable bags/gift cards to local stores and also need volunteers. You can email them
at ucgivingcloset@gmail.com or call 570-524-4419.
New Beginnings Adult Study
On Sunday May 8th we will start our discussion of the book “Freeing Jesus” by Diana Butler Bass.
This is her spiritual biography that traces her developing faith from her childhood Methodist Church
in Baltimore to a conservative evangelical church in Scottsdale Arizona and finally ending up as an
Episcopalian friend with Marcus Borg. It should give everyone in your group some place to connect to
the faith journey even if they are at different stages.
If you are interested in joining the conversation please contact Travis Curry
(travisecurry@yahoo.com). The book cost $14.19.
The New Beginnings Adult Sunday School Class meets at 9AM in the parsonage.
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Join Our Tech Team!
If you would be willing to learn how to use the cameras on Sunday mornings, please let one of the tech
team (Nick Persing, Todd Fogle, or Nate Morgan ) know. They will train you and promise it is not
difficult. Help us keep connected with those who are not able to join us in person on Sunday
mornings.
Musicians/Vocalists Wanted!
If you would be willing to provide special music on occasion for Sunday worship, please let Pastor Sue
know. We want to have a nice variety: vocal, instrumental, and combinations of those – we know
there is talent among us. We are also looking for additional choir members!

HAPPENINGS

**********************************************************
We Have Convenient Methods of Giving!
Mail to Beaver Memorial at 42 S. 3rd St. Lewisburg, 17837
drop into our Drop Box outside the office door or
go to our website: www.beavermethodist.org and click on “Giving”.
Thank you!
**********************************************************

AT BEAVER MEMORIAL UMC
Event
Day/Date
New Beginnings Adult
Sundays
Sunday School
NA Meeting
Mondays / Wednesday s
Leadership Team Meetings 3rd Tuesdays of the
month
Church Choir Practice
Thursdays
AA Meeting
Saturdays
IN THE COMMUNITY
Event
Day/Date
Pub Theology
3rd Thursdays of the
month
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Time
9:00 AM

Location
Parsonage dining room

7:00 PM
6:00 PM

2nd Floor Parker Bldg.
Parsonage dining room

7:00 PM
7:00 PM

Sanctuary
2nd Floor Parker Bldg.

Time
6:00 PM

Location
Bull Run Tap House
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BMUMC Staff includes:
Position
Individual
Position
Individual
Administrative
Mindy Moore
Treasurer
Shirley Brough
Assistant
Custodian
Tahir Hall
Youth Group Director
Mindy Moore
Choir Director
Brooke Persing
Pianist
Reagan Withey
Busy Beaver Day Care
Charlene Reigle
Kinderfolk Preschool
Julia Umstead
Director
Director
Video Team
Nick Persing, Todd Fogle, Nate Morgan, Timothy Taylor
Leadership Team
Martha Root - croot@bucknell.edu
Rev. Sue Jamison - sjamison@susumc.org
Ralph Hibbs - rhibbs@windstream.net
Larry Shinn - shinnl@berea.edu
Nancy Shinn - shinnn@berea.edu
Patty Johnston - hoodj1973@ptd.net
David Deibler-Gorman - dgorman@windstream.net
Gabrielle Taylor – taylorfamily@ptd.net
Travis Curry – travisecurry@yahoo.com
 Submit content for the newsletter to lornawcurry@yahoo.com by the 18th of the month prior to
the newsletter.
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