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"Welcoming all with God’s love, serving all in God’s name as we all grow in faith together”
Beaver Memorial United Methodist Church ∙ 42 South 3rd Street ∙ Lewisburg ∙PA ∙ 17837
www.beavermethodist.org ∙ (570)524-0809
Sunday Morning Worship Services - 10:30 am
New Beginnings Adult Sunday School Class – 9:00 am
From Pastor Sue’s Desk:
"Creativity is inventing, experimenting, growing, taking risks, breaking rules,
making mistakes, and having fun." - Mary Lou Cook
Whether we recognize it or not, we are all naturally creative. We all have something inside us that is
authentically ours that wants to be expressed. Our creativity is one of the most unique and precious
aspects of who we are as God created. This creative something might be written, sung, painted,
spoken, danced, crafted or baked. It could be manifested through growing a business, raising a family,
designing a home, gardening, cooking or bringing an idea into the world.
It is important that we not lose this creativity in our day to day activities. We often put aside this
aspect of ourselves in order to be responsive to the needs of others. Schedules and deadlines have a
place in life, as they help to keep us accountable. But when they rule our lives, it can leave no room for
creativity. Sometimes it seems that daily life is a conspiracy to overwhelm us with details! We can get
so wrapped up in what we are doing that we forget where we are going. It is challenging to find the
time to nurture and develop our creative nature.
Each of us has something uniquely creative to contribute to the ministry of Beaver. We all have things
we are passionate about and that we are willing to put time and effort into doing. In this process of
working together, we may be invited to step into a new way of doing things. Each of us is a valuable
part of Beaver’s ministry, and working together makes our individual contributions that much more
effective. It also feels great to know that we make a difference – as individuals and as part of
something larger than ourselves.
What is it that you are passionate about? How can you offer your creativity in ways that will energize
you rather than deplete you? There are many opportunities for involvement in Beaver’s ministry, and
hopefully at least one of them matches with your interests. Or maybe you have a new idea to propose
for expanding our ministry. Please reach out to me or someone on the Leadership Team to let us know
how you can be involved in a way that matches your creativity!
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OCTOBER FEATURES
October is Pastor Appreciation Month letter to Pastor Sue
Dear Pastor Sue,
Greetings from the Leadership Board members! It is truly hard to believe that it has been nine
months since you started working part-time and eight months since you began working full-time at
Beaver. We are so very blessed and honored to have you as the full-time Pastor at Beaver Memorial
United Methodist Church (BMUMC). We appreciate you for many reasons and will do our very best in
this letter to express our genuine gratitude for who you are and what you bring and have brought to
BMUMC and the greater Lewisburg community in such a relatively short time.
It has been said that people are drawn to others who are genuine. When you express your feelings in a
straight-forward manner during a sermon or during concerns, your genuine nature shines through.
Since you started at Beaver, you’ve been on leave in order to spend quality time with family or take
care of a loved one. And, you’ve genuinely supported congregants who have needed to do the same.
You very often genuinely communicate your enthusiasm for the many diﬀerent ministries BMUMC
has to oﬀer-either by your choice to be actively present (Choir, Worship Committee, Adult Sunday
school to name a few) or by your strong advocacy (Beacon Shop). We appreciate how genuine you are.
We thank you for your attention to detail and how the congregation beneﬁts because of this. You take
care, each week, to match hymns with the Sunday Bible readings, which then connect in ways to the
messages you deliver in your sermon. Oh, and we almost forgot how you seamlessly pick a particular
book, stuﬀed animal or cherished gift that you have received to creatively deliver your Children’s
message (during which you refer to at least one of the Bible readings as well as foreshadow what is to
come in your sermon). Another instance that your attention to detail blessed BMUMC and its
surrounding community is when you provided valuable input on how both to celebrate the
elimination of Beaver’s capital debt and to communicate honestly but hopefully with congregants and
the community about the churches ﬁnancial challenges ahead. Finally, your ongoing challenge to
Beaver folks—to pay attention to the language that we use — helps us to be as inclusive as we can as
we minister to each other and to the greater community. It helps that you model for us so well the use
of inclusive language. Thanks so much, Pastor Sue, for your attention to detail.
Life can be hard. One way that you help us deal with “life on life’s terms” is by using your good sense
of humor in your role as Pastor. Lately you’ve read to the Leadership Board members from an old
book written by a young girl. The book’s topic is manners. The chapters that you share are poignant
and funny. The readings help spiritually ground us for the work that we are about to undertake. And
when you read a fun and engaging children’s story during the Children’s Moment, you capture the
imagination of us older folks too. We appreciate and laugh at the jokes that you tell often (if not each
week) as you begin your sermon and the stories that you share in the beginning or the end of your
sermon. It is as if you ask yourself, “God-how can I use my humor to help me deliver the message or
minister in the community?” We honor you. We appreciate you. We thank you Pastor Sue. We look
forward to your continued guidance as we (as a congregation) ask God, what is it that you want us to
do now and how can we best use our resources to help the BMUMC and greater community? In
gratitude,
The Leadership Team (Martha Root, Patty Johnston, Travis Curry, Ralph Hibbs, Nancy Shinn, Larry
Shinn, David Deibler-Gorman, Gabrielle Taylor and Heidi Gilmore).
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World Communion Sunday
World Communion Sunday began at Shadyside Presbyterian Church in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. The
Rev. Hugh Thompson Kerr and his congregation sought to demonstrate the interconnectedness of
Christian churches, regardless of denomination.
Rev. Kerr appropriately chose the sacrament of Holy Communion to symbolize this unity.
The first Sunday of October congregations around the globe will celebrate World Communion Sunday.
Most of us have heard about World Communion Sunday but may not know much about where the
celebration originated. According to the website of the National Council of Churches, World
Communion Sunday began in the Presbyterian Church and was adopted by the Federal Council of
Churches in 1940. Since then, the celebration has grown into an international ecumenical celebration
of Christian unity.
The key word for World Communion Sunday is communion, or unity. It is a day when we mark the
almost universal Christian practice of breaking bread with one another and remembering both the
night of Jesus’ betrayal—when Jesus instituted what we now call the Lord’s Supper as a lasting
remembrance—and of Jesus’ sacrifice. So accounts of the last supper feature prominently, by virtue of
World Communion Sunday being a celebration of the Eucharist. But there is a flavor of the Christian
celebration of Pentecost as well, when people from around the Mediterranean world came together in
mutual understanding and inspiration, by the power of the Holy Spirit. World Communion Sunday is
a time for remembering that around the globe—in different languages, with different traditions and
customs, and in various forms of liturgy—the Lord’s Supper is celebrated throughout Christendom. At
its best, therefore, World Communion Sunday serves two purposes: it is both a joyous and meaningful
partaking in Jesus’ sacred meal with his friends and a mind-opening exposure to different Christian
traditions from around the world.
World Communion Sunday is on the Christian calendar for a reason: it can and should be a time of
profound Christian unity, marked by our shared celebration of the Lord’s Supper. Jesus instituted the
first such meal, and World Communion Sunday is a helpful way in which Christ calls us back together
to celebrate the liturgy “in remembrance of me.”
United Methodist congregations join many Christian churches across the globe for this celebration of
unity among churches across denominations. United Methodists believe in an open table, anyone may
receive communion. Our Book of Worships says, “All who intend to lead a Christian life, together with
their children, are invited to receive the bread and cup.”
Local Wishmaker – contributed by Gabrielle Taylor
It’s been a privilege for the last ten years to have volunteered as a local Wishmaker for the Make-AWish Foundation. The organization has been active since the first Wish was granted in 1980, when a
little boy fighting leukemia wanted to be a police officer. His Phoenix community came together to
make that happen. Since that first wish, over 520,000 wishes have been granted worldwide, with the
help of over 43,000 volunteers and the generosity of the many donors.
Wishes come in many shapes and forms. Sometimes it is a particular special gift. I’ve had the fun of
arranging for a fishing boat to be given to a young man in Mifflinburg who was battling leukemia and
loved fishing with his father and brothers, and last summer my son Doug helped me deliver a French
Bulldog puppy to a little girl fighting a brain tumor. Sometimes the wish is an experience like
swimming with the dolphins that I helped arrange for one young lady in New Berlin, or taking your
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family to Disney World, and it can also be meeting a favorite celebrity or as in the first wish granted,
being a policeman for a day. About thirty years ago my husband Timothy and our medieval reenactment group created a big event out in Los Angeles for a young man with cancer who wanted to
be a Knight. They made him a miniature set of chain link armor, he was the star of the event, and he
was officially knighted with a special belt and knight’s chain. Children can be very creative in the
wishes they request, and volunteers do their best to make the wishes come true.
One might assume that all Make-a-Wish children are on death’s door, and that is not the case.
Children are recommended to the program when they have life-threatening conditions. It might be
something that will indeed end their life early, but it can also be a life-long condition that they will
need to manage long term. I know of two former MaW recipients who are now adults and volunteer
for the organization.
Something I have learned to appreciate about the Make-a-Wish Foundation is that the importance of
the wish being granted goes well beyond the day of the event or trip or delivery of the gift. Children
and their families can go through many months, even years, of hospital stays, never-ending
bloodwork, surgeries, and difficult procedures, and of course, lots of worry and stress. When they
learn that they have been approved for their wish, that is an amazing distraction and happy thing they
can focus on and look forward to while they are going through the difficult times. This just happened
for one of my current Wish children. She knew almost three years ago that her wish was to take her
family to Disney World but then COVID closed the park and the trip had to be postponed. She and
her family patiently waited and finally have their trip scheduled for October … and then she had to go
back into the hospital recently. Her mother kept reminding her that she needed to be a good patient
and keep her spirits up and get better, so that in a few weeks her Disney wish would finally happen.
And I’m happy to add that she is home again and back in school and counting the days till her wish
will finally come true.
About half the wishes I help grant as a Wishmaker involve an actual gift, like a swing set, an
embroidery machine, a playhouse, a spotted pony and cart. Many of these are subsidized by local
businesses, for instance Hoovers in Mifflinburg helped provide the embroidery machine, and a local
breeder of French Bulldogs shared a puppy at a much-reduced cost so that wish child could have her
wish fulfilled. (I had no idea French Bulldog puppies are so costly!).
The opportunity to be a Wishmaker has been very inspiring, I hope that in sharing this article
someone might want to also volunteer for this worthy organization. Wishmakers are the “on-theground” first connection for families. Typically, we go as a team of two volunteers to visit the family
and fill out the initial paperwork. Some of it you would anticipate: recording address, t-shirt size,
copies of drivers’ licenses, etc. Then there is finding out special things the child enjoys. It was so
entertaining when a 4-year-old I worked with this week told us his favorite snack was Cheese Balls!
But the most important part of the interview is finding out what the child’s wish is. Sometimes they
know, but sometimes you need to wait and really listen to them think through what their most
favorite wish ever would be, and that is very exciting.
Even though Make-a-Wish volunteers are always trying to work through local business to help with
the expense of providing wishes, there is still a cost involved, and the organization depends on private
donations and fundraisers. The COVID shutdown was catastrophic for the organization, and
devastating for Give Kids the World, the special resort at Disney World where the Wish children stay
with their families when they visit Disney. Pretty much all the major fundraisers for Make-a-Wish
were cancelled for two years due to COVID. Children and their families could not go to Disney and
the Give Kids the World resort was mothballed for an extended time. The staff at Disney World was
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instrumental in getting the Village open again, sending in volunteers who could do carpentry,
electrical, plumbing work etc. Disney also donated a million lights to set it up as a Christmas Village
fundraiser that raised enough money to get the special resort open again earlier this year
I hope readers of this article might be inspired to donate to Make-a-Wish and Give Kids the World,
the resort in Orlando where Wish children can stay with their families that is all equipped to help with
their special needs. At Give Kids the World you can have ice cream 24-7! There is an amusement
park there with a Carousel and other fun rides, and everything is handicapped accessible for
everything that might come up. I’ve had several Wish children who went to Disney and decided to
skip a day in the park and just enjoy all the wonderful entertainment and fun that happens every day
at the Give Kids the World Village.
When I plan my gifts at Christmas, for several friends I now donate to Make-a-Wish in their name.
You can donate to Give Kids the World at www.gktw.org/donate/, also Perkins restaurant has been
supporting this organization for many years. The website for Make-a-Wish is https://wish.org. If you
are interested in volunteering, please feel free to contact me and I will tell you all about it. Maybe we
can even work on a wish together!
What is ordinary time?
The Christian year includes the central seasons of Christmas and Easter followed by Ordinary Time.
The colors associated with the different seasons express visually what is happening in the life of the
church. Each color symbolizes the nature of the festival being celebrated. Graphic by Laurens Glass,
United Methodist Communications.

The Christian year includes two central cycles focused on major events in the life of Christ: the
Christmas cycle (Advent-Christmas-Epiphany) and Easter cycle (Lent-Easter-Pentecost).
Each of these seasons begins with a time of preparation and anticipation followed by a time of
celebration. A season designated as Ordinary Time follows each cycle.
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The word "ordinary" here does not mean “routine” or “not special.” Instead, it refers to the "ordinal
numbers" (first, second, third, etc.) used to name and count the Sundays (such as the Third Sunday
after Epiphany). This term comes from the Latin ordinalis, meaning "numbered" or "ordered,"
and tempus ordinarium, “measured time.”
The first period of Ordinary Time, called the Season after Epiphany, begins on Epiphany Day and
ends on the day before Ash Wednesday (the beginning of Lent). The central theme of this season is
the calling of disciples and the early ministry of Jesus.
For some congregations, this will mean a focus on evangelism, as found in the Old Testament
and Gospel reading for each week. For others, the focus will be preparing to help others grow in their
discipleship. The Epistle reading each week emphasizes this.
The second period of Ordinary Time, the Season after Pentecost, follows the Easter cycle. It begins the
day after Pentecost and continues to Advent. The purpose of this season is to support new disciples
and the whole congregation in living out the gifts and callings discerned during the Easter Season and
commissioned on the Day of Pentecost.
Every year, Christians experience the contrast between the central seasons of Christmas and Easter,
where we see God in the events around the coming of Christ, and the in-between times, where we see,
speak about and join God’s ongoing work in the world.
We thus experience two regular cycles of preparation, celebration and action in ministry each year,
with the Ordinary Times as the primary periods of action.
BEAVER MINISTRIES AND OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE
Beacon Free Shop
The Beacon Ministries Free Shop distributed personal hygiene items to 45 community members in
September. This is the most people served since opening in 2019. There is a growing need for
financial help in our area, as demonstrated by Beacon’s increasing numbers.
We anticipate the number of Beacon clients to increase even more when we change distribution dates
to the third Saturday of each month from 10am-noon. Saturdays will allow residents who
work, but still need assistance with the costs of hygiene items, to attend. We are going to prepare for
100 people for October – which means our expenses will double current costs.
Please remember Beacon in your church offerings (indicate BEACON in the memo), or drop donated
items in the basket near the Church Office.
Questions can be directed to Christy Brouse at 570.238.5707 or beacon@beavermethodist.org.
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United Youth Group
United Youth Group is doing well. We have started our new Animate Series. We are going Back to
Basics this year. For the next 7 weeks we will be talking about how the books of the Bible were chosen
and why.
We are excited to announce our Flocking Fundraiser starting Oct0ber 1. This fundraiser is for our
mission trip in 2024. It’s $10 for a flock of 20 flamingos. If you are flocked, instructions for removing
the flock will be left on your door. United Youth Group is offering Flocking Insurance for $30. If you
are interested in this insurance plan please contact Mindy Moore for more information.
Thank you all for your continued support and love. Mindy Moore unitedyouthlbg@gmail.com
Busy Beaver

Busy Beaver is getting ready for all FALL things ahead. With cooler temperatures we had a trip to the
Lewisburg Children's Museum in the month of September and also joined into a "Loose Parts Pop Up
Play" sponsored and run by one of our Quality Coaches, Elizabeth Marcello. All the children really
enjoyed it and the teachers learned a lot too. A Workforce Support grant was also received from the
Early Learning Resource Center. This grant provided staff retention bonuses, allowed us to offer a
sign on bonus to a new staff member, fully covered our CPR/First Aid Training, as well as other
Professional Development we needed for our inspection. Lastly, any remaining funds will be split
equally as an additional end of year bonus for the staff.
In the month of October, we will be doing our Traveling Pumpkin Patch again. This has been a huge
hit that we started doing for fall in 2020. A local farm will bring out pumpkins and disperse them in
the playground area. All children get to pick their own pumpkin and decorate them to take home. We
also enjoy apple cider and munchkins after we pick our pumpkins. We are looking forward to another
fall fundraiser as well.
Kinderfolk
In October, Kinderfolk will have a frightfully fun and busy month! Our themed projects involve ghosts
and goblins, as well witches and bats. The children will create memorable crafts and enjoy games
with pumpkin inspired fun. In early October, our morning class will be visited by the
William Cameron Fire Engine Company and the PM class will be taking a field trip to their facility for
Fire Safety Week. October 19th, we will have an all school field trip to Ard's Farm for a hayride and
pumpkin picking. Finally, on Halloween (October 31st) Kinderfolk will have their annual school
Halloween Party in the fellowship hall. We are very excited to be able to celebrate with our Halloween
Party as we have been unable to host the event since the pandemic began.
Union County Giving Closet
This is a new ministry being housed at First Presbyterian Church, providing new and gently used
clothing for children aged newborn through Grade 12, whose families are enrolled in the Eastern
Union County Food Bank Program. They are looking for monetary contributions and donations of
clothing/shoes/reusable bags/gift cards to local stores and also need volunteers. You can email them
at ucgivingcloset@gmail.com or call 570-524-4419.
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Join Our Tech Team!

If you would be willing to learn how to use the cameras on Sunday mornings, please let one of the tech
team (Nick Persing, Todd Fogle, Nate Morgan or Tim Taylor) know. They will train you and promise it
is not difficult. Help us keep connected with those who are not able to join us in person on Sunday
mornings.
Musicians/Vocalists Wanted!
If you would be willing to provide special music on occasion for Sunday worship, please let Pastor Sue
or Brooke Persing know. We want to have a nice variety: vocal, instrumental, and combinations of
those – we know there is talent among us. We are also looking for additional choir members! Choir
rehearsal are held on Thursdays at 7:00PM in the Choir Room on the lower level.
**********************************************************
We Have Convenient Methods of Giving!
Mail to Beaver Memorial at 42 S. 3rd St. Lewisburg, 17837
drop into our Drop Box outside the office door or
go to our website: www.beavermethodist.org and click on “Giving”.
Thank you!
**********************************************************
EVENTS
AT BEAVER MEMORIAL UMC
Event
Day/Date
Church conference
Sunday October 23
meetings
New Beginnings Adult
Sundays
Sunday School
NA Meeting
Mondays / Wednesday s
Leadership Team Meetings 3rd Tuesdays of the
month
AA Meeting
Saturdays
IN THE COMMUNITY
Event
Day/Date
Pub Theology
3rd Thursdays of the
month
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Time
1:00PM

Location
Fellowship Hall

9:00 AM

Parsonage dining room

7:00 PM
6:00 PM

2nd Floor Parker Bldg.
Parsonage dining room

7:00 PM

2nd Floor Parker Bldg.

Time
6:00 PM

Location
Bull Run Tap House
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BMUMC Staff includes:
Position
Administrative
Assistant
Custodian
Choir Director
Busy Beaver Day Care
Director
Video Team
Leadership Team

Individual
Mindy Moore

Position
Treasurer

Individual
Shirley Brough

Greyson Lesher
Brooke Persing
Charlene Reigle

Youth Group Director
Mindy Moore
Pianist
Ryan Hill
Kinderfolk Preschool
Julia Umstead
Director
Nick Persing, Todd Fogle, Nate Morgan, Timothy Taylor
Martha Root - croot@bucknell.edu
Rev. Sue Jamison - sjamison@susumc.org
Ralph Hibbs - rhibbs@windstream.net
Larry Shinn - shinnl@berea.edu
Nancy Shinn - shinnn@berea.edu
Patty Johnston - hoodj1973@ptd.net
David Deibler-Gorman - dgorman@windstream.net
Gabrielle Taylor – taylorfamily@ptd.net
Heidi Gilmore – heidicgilmore@gmail.com
Travis Curry – travisecurry@yahoo.com

 Submit content for the newsletter to lornawcurry@yahoo.com by the 18th of the month prior to
the newsletter.
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