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"Welcoming all with God’s love, serving all in God’s name as we all grow in faith together”
Beaver Memorial United Methodist Church ∙ 42 South 3rd Street ∙ Lewisburg ∙PA ∙ 17837
www.beavermethodist.org ∙ (570)524-0809
Sunday Morning Worship Services - 10:30 am
New Beginnings Adult Sunday School Class – 9:00 am
From the Pastor’s Desk - I Peter 3:9 – “Do not repay evil for evil or abuse for abuse; but, on the
contrary, repay with a blessing. It is for this that you were called, that you might inherit a blessing.”
Over the years I have collected a lot of stories to use in sermons. This one came from a Canadian
named Eduard Heibert. I could not confirm where it was published, but I still like it. So here goes:
A university professor challenged his students with this question. “Did God create everything that
exists?” One student bravely answered, “Yes, God did!” “God created everything?” The professor
asked. “Yes sir”, the student replied. The professor scowled. “If God created everything, then God
created evil, since evil exists, and according to the principle that our works define who we are, then
God is evil. And that proves that the Christian faith is a fabrication of neurotic, insecure people.”
Another student raised a hand. “Professor, does cold exist” “What kind of question is this? Of course it
exists. Have you never been cold?” The student replied, “In fact sir, cold does not exist. According to
the laws of physics, what we consider cold is in reality the absence of heat. Absolute zero is the total
absence of heat. All matter becomes inert and incapable of reaction at that temperature. Cold does not
exist. We have created this word to describe how we feel if we have no heat.” The professor was about
to reply but the student continued. “Professor, does darkness exist?” “Of course it does,” he answered.
“Once again you are wrong as darkness does not exist either. Darkness is in reality the absence of
light. Light we can study, but not darkness. Darkness is a term we use to describe what happens when
there is no light present.” Before the professor could respond, the student continued. “In the same
way, evil does not exist. Evil is simply the absence of God. It is just like darkness and cold, a word that
we have created to describe the absence of God. God did not create evil. Evil is the result of what
happens when there is no faith or love, when people act without the presence of God in their hearts.
It's like the cold that comes when there is no heat or the darkness that comes when there is no light.”
This story is a reminder that our faith teaches us through Jesus’ words and actions that we must live
in such a way that love is our motivation for all that we say and do. Only then can we drive away the
darkness and cold and be sure that evil will not have the last word. As we move through Lent into
Holy Week, we know that Jesus will experience the ultimate evil act when he is put to death on the
cross. But we also know that beyond the crucifixion is the Resurrection – and that love outshines the
darkest of times. May we speak up, choose to act, share our resources, work together in any way that
we can in order to bring God’s light into the darkness, God’s presence into the world, so that all may
learn to live together in peace and be blessed.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR GRADUATES:
Reagan Withey is a senior at Bucknell University majoring in chemical engineering and piano
performance. She is also a pianist for Beaver Memorial United Methodist Church! She has lived with
her family in the Poconos for twelve years now, and is planning on relocating a little north of the area
to Scranton, where she’ll be working as a quality engineer. The upcoming months of her last semester
have a lot of exciting milestones: her final acapella concert with Two Past Midnight, one of Bucknell’s
student groups, April 16th at 7pm in Bucknell Hall, her senior piano recital is April 23rd at 2pm in
Siegfried Weis Music Building (the recital hall), and she’ll be graduating on May 22 nd after five years
of pursuing her degrees. But of course, all of this comes as bittersweet as well. Bucknell and
Lewisburg have become a major part of her life, and she is sad that the time seemed to fly by too
quickly. She is immensely thankful for everything she’s been a part of here, especially the Beaver
Memorial church community. Over the past three and a half years, Reagan says “I’ve grown as a
musician and person thanks to Beaver Memorial, and I am so grateful for all of you and your support.
I’ve had some of my happiest times rehearsing with the choir and our special musicians, and it is
always such a pleasure to worship here on Sunday mornings. Thank you all for accepting me into this
community. I’ll be thinking of you always!”
Ryan Gilmore has been attending Beaver Memorial since he was 4 years old, becoming active in the
church right from the start by playing a sheep in the Christmas pageant and singing in the children’s
choir. These days you may find Ryan reading scripture, providing special music on viola or trumpet,
and singing periodically with the adult choir. He’s also enjoyed activities with his church family such
as Dinner by the River and the CROP walk. Ryan will be graduating this spring from Lewisburg Area
High School where he has participated in band, chorus, orchestra, and the spring musical. He’s also
been active with the juggling club, Future Business Leaders of America, and has served as the Class of
2022 Treasurer. In 2020, Ryan achieved the rank of Eagle Scout, after completing an extension of the
Dale’s Ridge Trail as his Eagle Scout Project. You may also have run into Ryan at the Campus
Theatre, where he enjoys working on the Popcorn Crew. Next year, Ryan plans to major in
Mathematics at a college still to be determined, while hopefully also finding time to continue his love
of music and theater.
BEAVER FORWARD UPDATE
On Sunday March 20 members of Beaver Memorial met with Kim Shockley, Coordinator of Pathways
for Spiritual Leadership, for a time of guided conversation about the purpose and future of Beaver’s
ministry. Throughout the afternoon we looked inward to identify our strengths and weaknesses. We
identified several priorities to target for improvement in the coming weeks. We welcome and
encourage everyone to participate in the Beaver Forward initiative.
The initial results of the session include:



A revised mission statement - Welcoming all with God’s love, serving all in God’s name as we
all grow in faith together.
Some next steps include
o Reintroduction of greeters for Sunday morning worship
o Check in with families/individuals who have been absent in recent months
o Rebuild committees/teams/small groups
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o Improved website/social media presence
o Increase connection with Busy Beaver and Kinderfolk families
o Fellowship Meal/Talent Show
Other considerations include:
o Reintroduction of prayer chain
o Personal connections to member
o Identification of new ministries from the congregation
o Expand outreach into the wider community (i.e. Beacon Shop - add one Saturday per
month)

BEAVER MINISTRIES AND OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE
Special mission opportunity to support Ukraine :
Make your check out to: Beaver Memorial with Advanced 982450—Ukraine written on the
memo line and place in the offering plate or mail to the church.
100% of all Advanced contributions go to the designated cause.
Busy Beaver Day Care
Charlene Reigle, Director of Busy Beaver Day Care, reports that Busy Beaver had quite a busy month.
We started our Spring fundraiser with the Cookie Dude and got involved in a fun event called
"Fill up Darlene's Cup." This was an event held for Hunter Reynold's grandmother Darlene, who is
still hospitalized and recovering from injuries he received in the accident that took his young life.
In the month of April we will be celebrating all things Spring and Easter! Busy Beaver will have an
Easter egg hunt for the children and we plan to plant flowers with them for Spring!
Kinderfolk
Julia Umstead, Director of Kinderfolk, reports that Kinderfolk is excited to be leaving winter behind
and welcome spring into the classroom! Small creatures, shamrocks, birds, and flowers are just a few
things that will be blooming from our project tables this month. We are also very excited that our
spring school pictures will be taken in a few weeks. Kinderfolk has already reached near full
enrollment for next fall. Our morning class has reached full status and is accepting applications for a
waiting list. Our afternoon Pre-K class still has a few spots left.
Beacon Ministries Free Shop:
Donations of the following items for the distribution on the first Friday of each month would be
greatly appreciated: dish soap in 16-20oz bottle’s; toilet paper (4 roll packs); adult single
pack toothbrushes; deodorant (men’s and women’s). Items can be placed in the basket
outside the Beacon Shop door located in the church office entryway. Monetary donations are always
appreciated and can be sent to the church office or made with your regular Sunday offering, noting
“Beacon” on your donation. Please direct any questions to Christy Brouse at 570-238-5707 or email
her at k_brouse@hotmail.com.
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United Youth Group
Hello Church Family! United Youth Group is doing well. We are continuing with our Year At The
Movies. For February we watched Narnia. We will be chatting about this move and relate the different
themes and topics back to the Bible. If you are looking for a babysitter, dog walker, pet sitter or
needed lawn work or your driveway shoveled, please let us know. We have a list of youth that offer
these services. Don’t forget to come out to support and enjoy our fundraiser:
United Youth Group Presents Trivia Night!
Come to the American Legion Post 182 in Lewisburg on Friday, May 6th
to support our mission trip! Doors open at 5:30pm. Game starts at 6pm.
$20 a seat or $150 for a table of eight.
There will be a silent auction and cash bar. Water and soda will also be available for $1. Bring a snack
to share with your tablemates.
Contact Mindy Moore to reserve your spot! Call 630-687-0943 or email unitedyouthlbg@gmail.com.
Thank you for your continued love and support.
Mindy Moore United Youth Group
Change The World Cans
If you have not returned your Change the World Cans (even if you already gave the money), please
bring it in so it can be prepared for this year’s collection. Also needed are additional cans so if you
have any, please make sure they are clean and bring them into the church.
Union County Giving Closet
This is a new ministry being housed at First Presbyterian Church, providing new and gently used
clothing for children aged newborn through Grade 12, whose families are enrolled in the Eastern
Union County Food Bank Program. They are looking for monetary contributions and donations of
clothing/shoes/reusable bags/gift cards to local stores and also need volunteers. You can email them
at ucgivingcloset@gmail.com or call 570-524-4419.
Missions and Outreach:
Eustacia Muir announced that she needs to step down as the chair of Missions and Outreach.” I love
this group and the work of missions/outreach but I need to take a step back and focus on my family.”
If you have an interest to lead this committee, please contact Pastor Sue. Thank you Eustacia for your
awesome leadership!!
Our Mission Allocations for 2022 will be $500 given to each of the following organizations:
Alliance Fund for Union County (under the Greater Susquehanna Valley United Way)
CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates)
Haven Ministry (homeless shelter in Sunbury)
Donald Heiter Community Center, Lewisburg
Jubilee House (in Rock Hill, SC, supporting needs in Nicaragua)
Meals on Wheels at RiverWoods
Mission Central (located in Mechanicsburg, mission warehouse for the entire northeast USA)
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Reconciling Ministries Network
Habitat for Humanity Union/Snyder County
Wesley Forest Church Camp (located in Weikert), owned by the Susquehanna Conference
Arts Festival The Watering Hole - Saturday April 30th. We will sell soda, bottled water, and
coffee for $1 each again. Volunteers for The Watering Hole are needed to serve in 1-2 hour shifts.
Please contact Nick Persing or sign up here
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c4aa4ab22a6fccf8-beaver
Proceeds will go to a mission trip for the youth!!
New Beginnings Adult Study
“Seeing Gray in a World of Black and White: Thoughts on Religion, Morality and Politics” by Adam
Hamilton, facilitated by Travis Curry.
Come join us on Sundays at 9:00am for lively, respectful discussion on these topics. We will be
meeting in the dining room of the parsonage beginning on March. 27.
Join Our Tech Team!
If you would be willing to learn how to use the cameras on Sunday mornings, please let one of the tech
team (Nick Persing, Todd Fogle, or Nate Morgan ) know. They will train you and promise it is not
difficult. Help us keep connected with those who are not able to join us in person on Sunday
mornings.
Musicians/Vocalists Wanted!
If you would be willing to provide special music on occasion for Sunday worship, please let Pastor Sue
know. We want to have a nice variety: vocal, instrumental, combinations of those – we know there is
talent among us. We are also looking for additional choir members!
**********************************************************
We Have Convenient Methods of Giving!
Mail to Beaver Memorial at 42 S. 3rd St. Lewisburg, 17837
drop into our Drop Box outside the office door or
go to our website: www.beavermethodist.org and click on “Giving”.
Thank you!
**********************************************************

BEAVER BLESSINGS

Page 5 of 6

APRIL 2022

BEAVER BLESSINGS

APRIL 2022

HAPPENINGS
AT BEAVER MEMORIAL UMC
Event
New Beginnings Adult
Sunday School
NA Meeting
Leadership Team Meetings
Kindermusik
Church Choir Practice
AA Meeting
IN THE COMMUNITY
Event
Pub Theology

Day/Date
Sundays

Time
9:00 AM

Location
Parsonage dining room

Mondays / Wednesday s
3rd Tuesdays of the month
Thursdays / Saturdays
Thursdays
Saturdays

7:00 PM
6:00 PM
9:30 AM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM

2nd Floor Parker Bldg.
Parsonage dining room
Fellowship Hall
Sanctuary
2nd Floor Parker Bldg.

Day/Date
3rd Thursdays of the month

Time
6:00 PM

Location
Bull Run Tap House

BMUMC Staff includes:
Position
Individual
Position
Administrative
Mindy Moore
Treasurer
Assistant
(temporary)
Custodian
Tahir Hall
Youth Group Director
Choir Director
Brooke Persing
Pianist
Busy Beaver Day Care
Charlene Reigle
Kinderfolk Preschool
Director
Director
Video Team
Nick Persing, Todd Fogle, Nate Morgan

Individual
Shirley Brough
Mindy Moore
Reagan Withey
Julia Umstead

 Submit content for the newsletter to lornawcurry@yahoo.com by the 18th of the month prior to
the newsletter.

BEAVER BLESSINGS

Page 6 of 6

APRIL 2022

